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1. Giíi thiÖu

B¸o c¸o nµy lµ kÕt qu¶ ®iÒu tra nhanh ®a d¹ng sinh häc t¹i khu vùc huyÖn H−íng Hãa, tØnh Qu¶ng TrÞ
do Ch−¬ng tr×nh BirdLife Quèc tÕ t¹i ViÖt Nam, ViÖn Sinh th¸i vµ Tµi nguyªn Sinh vËt thùc hiÖn trong
khu«n khæ dù ¸n C¶i thiÖn C«ng t¸c Quy ho¹ch B¶o tån th«ng qua T¨ng c−êng N¨ng lùc, ThÓ chÕ t¹i
Campuchia, Lµo vµ ViÖt Nam ®−îc tµi trî bëi Danida. §ît kh¶o s¸t nhanh ®−îc tiÕn hµnh víi sù kÕt
hîp cña Chi côc KiÓm l©m tØnh Qu¶ng TrÞ.

1.1 Môc ®Ých cña chuyÕn ®iÒu tra

Môc ®Ých cña chuyÕn ®iÒu tra nµy lµ nh»m ®¸nh gi¸ liÖu khu vùc rõng phÝa b¾c huyÖn H−íng Hãa cã
®ñ ®¸p øng c¸c tiªu chÝ ®Ó trë thµnh mét vïng Chim quan träng (IBA) hay kh«ng. IBA lµ c¸c vïng
®−îc ®¸nh gi¸ cã tÇm quan träng Quèc tÕ ®èi víi c«ng t¸c b¶o tån c¸c loµi chim nÕu tho¶ m·n c¸c tiªu
chÝ ®· ®−îc céng ®ång Quèc tÕ ®Ò ra. Trªn thùc tÕ, c¸c IBA kh«ng chØ quan träng ®èi víi c¸c loµi chim
mµ ®©y còng lµ n¬i rÊt quan träng ®èi víi sù sèng cßn cña nhiÒu nhãm ®éng thùc vËt kh¸c.

Môc tiªu cô thÓ cña chuyÕn ®iÒu tra nµy lµ:

 Thu thËp th«ng tin vÒ t×nh tr¹ng vµ ph©n bè cña c¸c loµi chim t¹i huyÖn H−íng Hãa, ®Æc biÖt lµ
th«ng tin vÒ c¸c loµi ®ang bÞ ®e do¹ tuyÖt chñng trªn toµn cÇu vµ c¸c loµi cã vïng ph©n bè hÑp.

 Thu thËp d÷ liÖu vÒ t×nh tr¹ng vµ ph©n bè cña c¸c loµi thó t¹i khu vùc huyÖn H−íng Hãa, ®Æc biÖt
lµ c¸c loµi ®ang bÞ ®e do¹ vµ ®Æc h÷u.

1.2 §Þa ®iÓm nghiªn cøu

Khu vùc nghiªn cøu bao gåm c¸c x· H−íng Phïng (16°45'N 106°35'E), H−íng LËp (16°53'N
106°34'E) vµ H−íng S¬n (16°46'N 106°40'E), huyÖn H−íng Hãa, tØnh Qu¶ng TrÞ. Hai ngµy ®−îc dµnh
®Ó ®iÒu tra t¹i c¸c th«n cña x· H−íng Phïng n»m ë phÝa t©y nam cña huyÖn H−íng Hãa. Hai ngµy ®iÒu
tra t¹i x· H−íng LËp, t©y b¾c huyÖn H−íng Hãa, c¶ hai x· H−íng Phïng vµ H−íng LËp ®Òu cã ranh
giíi phÝa t©y lµ biªn giíi ViÖt-Lµo. Bèn ngµy ®−îc dµnh ®Ó ®iÒu tra t¹i x· H−íng S¬n ë phÝa ®«ng cña
huyÖn H−íng Hãa.

1.3 LÞch tr×nh ®iÒu tra

27/06/2002 §Õn thÞ x· §«ng Hµ vµ lµm viÖc víi Chi côc KiÓm l©m Qu¶ng TrÞ
28/06/2002 Di chuyÓn ®Õn huyÖn H−íng Hãa
29-30/06/2002 §iÒu tra t¹i x· H−íng Phïng
1-2/07/2002 §iÒu tra t¹i x· H−íng LËp
3-6/07/2002 §iÒu tra t¹i x· H−íng S¬n
7/07/2002 Di chuyÓn vÒ trÞ trÊn Khe Sanh, lµm viÖc víi H¹t KiÓm l©m H−íng Hãa
8/07/2002 Di chuyÓn vÒ thÞ x· §«ng Hµ vµ lµm viÖc víi Chi côc KiÓm l©m Qu¶ng TrÞ
9/07/2002 Quay vÒ Hµ Néi
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2. Khu hÖ chim

2.1 Ph−¬ng ph¸p

Do môc tiªu ®Çu tiªn ®−îc ®Æt ra cho chuyÕn ®iÒu tra nµy lµ thu thËp th«ng tin vÒ mét sè loµi chim bÞ
®e däa, ph−¬ng ph¸p chÝnh ®−îc sö dông lµ tiÕn hµnh hµng lo¹t c¸c cuéc pháng vÊn víi ng−êi d©n vµ
c¸n bé ®Þa ph−¬ng. Tõ 8h00 ®Õn 16h00 hµng ngµy, nhãm tiÕn hµnh ®iÒu tra t¹i c¸c th«n bu«n, t×m
kiÕm c¸c thî s¨n cã kinh nghiÖm, nh÷ng ng−êi cã vÎ biÕt nhiÒu vÒ c¸c loµi hoang d· ë trong vïng vµ
tiÕn hµnh pháng vÊn. Khi kÕt thóc pháng vÊn, tranh ¶nh vµ s¸ch cã minh häa ®−îc sö dông ®Ó hç trî
cho viÖc x¸c ®Þnh loµi. TiÕn hµnh t×m kiÕm nh÷ng phÇn cßn l¹i cña c¬ thÓ chim t¹i nhµ thî s¨n (l«ng,
ch©n, ®Çu, da v.v...) ®Ó kh¼ng ®Þnh thªm vÒ sù hiÖn diÖn cña c¸c loµi chim trong vïng.

Ngoµi ra, hµng ngµy, c¸c loµi chim ®−îc kh¶o s¸t b»ng ph−¬ng ph¸p quan s¸t hay ®Þnh lo¹i qua tiÕng
kªu; viÖc quan s¸t ®−îc tiÕn hµnh liªn tôc tõ 06h00 ®Õn 08h00 s¸ng vµ 16h00 ®Õn 18h00 chiÒu. Do
môc tiªu ®Æc biÖt cña chuyÕn kh¶o s¸t vµ ®iÒu kiÖn thêi tiÕt kh¾c nghiÖt trong chuyÕn ®iÒu tra, thêi
gian dµnh ®Ó ®iÒu tra trong rõng kh«ng ®ñ ®Ó x©y dùng mét danh lôc loµi vµ ph©n tÝch thµnh phÇn loµi
cña khu hÖ chim ë khu vùc huyÖn H−íng Hãa.

2.2 KÕt qu¶

2.2.1 X· H−íng Phïng.

X· H−íng Phïng (16°45'N 106°35'E) n»m ë phÝa t©y huyÖn H−íng Hãa, c¸ch thÞ trÊn Khe Sanh
kho¶ng 30km vÒ phÝa b¾c. H−íng Phïng tiÕp gi¸p víi x· H−íng Linh vÒ phÝa nam vµ x· H−íng LËp vÒ
phÝa b¾c, tiÕp gi¸p víi biªn giíi ViÖt - Lµo vÒ phÝa t©y vµ víi x· H−íng S¬n vÒ phÝa ®«ng. Rõng tù
nhiªn ë khu vùc nµy hÇu nh− kh«ng cßn vµ ®· bÞ thay thÕ bëi tr¶ng cá vµ ®Êt trèng, chØ cßn mét vµi
vïng rõng nhá r¶i r¸c, hÇu hÕt lµ rõng thø sinh ®· bÞ t¸c ®éng nÆng nÒ. Nguyªn nh©n dÉn ®Õn t×nh tr¹ng
nµy t¹i H−íng Phïng lµ do hËu qu¶ nÆng nÒ cña chiÕn tranh vµ sau ®ã lµ mét thêi gian dµi khai th¸c vµ
sö dông qu¸ møc cña ng−êi d©n, nhiÒu diÖn tÝch rõng ®· bÞ ph¸ huû hoÆc chuyÓn ®æi thµnh ®Êt canh t¸c
n«ng nghiÖp. GÇn ®©y, viÖc x©y dùng ®−êng Hå ChÝ Minh qua ®©y cµng thóc ®Èy thªm viÖc mÊt c¸c
diÖn tÝch rõng cßn l¹i cña khu vùc.

Cã hai th«n cña x· H−íng Phïng ®−îc tiÕn hµnh ®iÒu tra lµ th«n Chªnh Vªnh ë phÝa b¾c vµ th«n Ma
Lai ë phÝa t©y. S¸u thî s¨n kinh nghiÖm ®· ®−îc pháng vÊn, tuy nhiªn, th«ng tin thu ®−îc kh«ng nhiÒu
vµ cã vÎ t−¬ng ®èi cò cã lÏ lµ do x· cßn qu¸ Ýt diÖn tÝch rõng. C¸c thî s¨n ®Òu cã thÓ m« t¶ chÝnh x¸c
h×nh d¸ng vµ mµu s¾c cña nhiÒu loµi trÜ nh− Gµ l«i h«ng tÝa Lophura diardi, Gµ l«i tr¾ng Lophura
nycthemera vµ TrÜ sao Rheinardia ocellata. Kh«ng cã th«ng tin nµo vÒ sù cã mÆt cña Gµ l«i lam mµo
®en Lophura imperialis, Gµ l«i lam mµo tr¾ng Lophura edwardsi vµ Gµ l«i lam ®u«i tr¾ng Lophura
hatinhensis. Ng−êi d©n ®Þa ph−¬ng còng kh¼ng ®Þnh r»ng C«ng Pavo munticus hoµn toµn kh«ng cßn
thÊy ë vïng nµy tõ n¨m 1965. Còng theo th«ng tin tõ c¸c thî s¨n, Cã ba loµi niÖc ®−îc ghi nhËn cho
vïng lµ Cao c¸t bông tr¾ng Anthracoceros albirostris, Hång hoµng Buceros bicornis vµ NiÖc n©u
Anorrhinus tickelli, tÊt c¶ c¸c thî s¨n ®−îc pháng vÊn ®Òu biÕt kh¸ râ vÒ hai loµi ®Çu tiªn nh−ng chØ cã
hai ng−êi biÕt vÒ loµi thø ba.

2.2.2 X· H−íng LËp

X· H−íng LËp (16°53'N 106°34'E) n»m ë phÝa t©y b¾c cña huyÖn H−íng Hãa, c¸ch thÞ trÊn Khe Sanh
60km. H−íng LËp tiÕp gi¸p víi H−íng Phïng vÒ phÝa Nam, víi huyÖn LÖ Thuû, tØnh Qu¶ng B×nh vÒ
phÝa b¾c, tiÕp gi¸p víi x· H−íng S¬n vÒ phÝa ®«ng vµ víi biªn giíi ViÖt - Lµo vÒ phÝa t©y. X· H−íng
LËp lµ n¬i rÊt ®a d¹ng vÒ sinh c¶nh rõng bao gåm rõng th−êng xanh ®Êt thÊp ë phÝa b¾c, rõng th−êng
xanh trªn nói thÊp vµ rõng tróc ë phÝa nam. DiÖn tÝch rõng ë phÝa b¾c x· H−íng LËp liªn tôc víi rõng ë
x· Kim Thuû, huyÖn LÖ Thñy, tØnh Qu¶ng B×nh h×nh thµnh mét vïng réng lín cña kiÓu rõng th−êng
xanh ®Êt thÊp, kiÓu sinh c¶nh cã c¸c gi¸ trÞ b¶o tån ®a d¹ng sinh häc cao nhÊt cho toµn diÖn tÝch x·.
Bªn c¹nh ®ã, mét d·y nói ®¸ v«i ch¹y däc theo biªn giíi ViÖt - Lµo nèi víi ®Ìo Cµ Léc vÒ phÝa b¾c.
Xung quanh ®Ìo Cµ Léc (16°48'N 106°35'E) lu«n cã nhiÖt ®é kh«ng khÝ thÊp vµ m©y mï che phñ
quanh n¨m. C¸c sinh c¶nh rõng ë ®©y gåm cã rõng th−êng xanh trªn nói thÊp (tõ 900 ®Õn 1200m) vµ
rõng tróc (tõ 600 ®Õn 800m).
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Cã ba th«n ®−îc kh¶o s¸t t¹i x· H−íng LËp bao gåm c¸c th«n Khe Cui, Xµ Lú vµ Xµ §−ng. §· tiÕn
hµnh pháng vÊn b¶y thî s¨n. KÕt qu¶ pháng vÊn cho thÊy søc Ðp s¨n b¾n ë khu vùc nµy kh¸ cao, Lîn
rõng, Ho½ng th−êng xuyªn bÞ s¨n, ng−êi d©n th«ng tin vÒ mét con Nai míi bÞ b¾t kho¶ng hai th¸ng
tr−íc, c¸c loµi trÜ vµ c¸c loµi chim lín kh¸c còng lµ ®èi t−îng cña thî s¨n, rÊt nhiÒu ng−êi d©n vµo rõng
t×m s¾t vôn cßn l¹i tõ thêi chiÕn tranh chèng Mü ®Ó b¸n cho d©n thu mua.

Kh«ng ai trong sè thî s¨n biÕt vÒ Gµ l«i lam mµo ®en, Gµ l«i lam mµo tr¾ng vµ Gµ l«i lam ®u«i tr¾ng,
mét sè thËm trÝ cßn nhÇm lÉn gi÷a Gµ l«i tr¾ng vµ Gµ l«i lam mµo tr¾ng. S¸u ng−êi ®−îc pháng vÊn ®Ò
cËp ®Õn sù tån t¹i cña Gµ l«i h«ng tÝa, tÊt c¶ mäi ng−êi trong c¸c th«n ®Òu ®· gÆp vµ nghe tiÕng kªu
cña TrÜ sao vµ kh¼ng ®Þnh sù tån t¹i cña loµi nµy trong vïng. Theo nh÷ng th«ng tin ph¶n håi cña hä th×
cã lÏ quÇn thÓ TrÜ sao trong vïng nµy t−¬ng ®èi lín, ng−êi d©n th−êng xuyªn gÆp còng nh− s¨n ®−îc
loµi nµy. Hai chiÕc l«ng ®u«i TrÜ sao ®−îc thu thËp t¹i th«n Xµ Lú, ng−êi chñ nãi r»ng con chim ®ã bÞ
b¾t th¸ng T¸m 2001. Còng cã ba loµi niÖc ®−îc ghi nhËn qua pháng vÊn lµ Cao c¸t bông tr¾ng, Hång
hoµng vµ NiÖc n©u; tÊt c¶ mäi ng−êi ®−îc pháng vÊn ®Òu biÕt hai loµi ®Çu, trong khi chØ cã n¨m ng−êi
biÕt vÒ loµi thø ba, mét ng−êi trong sè ®ã kh¼ng ®Þnh ®· b¾t ®−îc mét con niÖc n©u vµ nu«i trong lång
®−îc hai th¸ng tr−íc khi nã chÕt. RÊt ®Æc biÖt, mét trong nh÷ng ng−êi ®−îc pháng vÊn ®· m« t¶ kh¸
chÝnh x¸c loµi NiÖc cæ hung Aceros nipalensis, con chim nµy ®−îc m« t¶ lµ cã mµu hung ë bông vµ cæ,
má kh«ng cã mò, ®u«i mµu ®en tr¾ng vµ cã kÝch th−íc t−¬ng tù Hång hoµng. Con chim ®ã ®−îc quan
s¸t ë vïng rõng th−êng xanh trªn ®Êt thÊp ë gÇn biªn giíi quèc tÕ ViÖt - Lµo. Tuy nhiªn, kh«ng ai
trong sè thî s¨n cßn l¹i biÕt vÒ loµi nµy.

2.2.2 X· H−íng S¬n

X· H−íng S¬n (16°46'N 106°40'E) lµ x· cã ®é che phñ rõng lín nhÊt cña huyÖn H−íng Hãa víi tæng
diÖn tÝch rõng tù nhiªn vµo kho¶ng 9000ha. H−íng S¬n tiÕp gi¸p víi c¸c huyÖn §¾c Kr«ng vµ VÜnh
Linh vÒ phÝa ®«ng, víi c¸c x· H−íng LËp vµ H−íng Phïng vÒ phÝa t©y vµ víi x· H−íng Linh vÒ phÝa
nam. Rõng t¹i H−íng S¬n t−¬ng ®èi tËp trung vµ ®ang ë t×nh tr¹ng tèt h¬n nhiÒu so víi t¹i H−íng
Phïng vµ H−íng LËp. §−êng giao th«ng ®i l¹i khã kh¨n vµ mËt ®é d©n c− thÊp ®· gióp b¶o vÖ c¸c
vïng rõng cña H−íng S¬n khái c¸c ho¹t ®éng khai th¸c gç vµ s¨n b¾n. Tuy nhiªn, cã rÊt nhiÒu ng−êi
lÐn vµo rõng ®Ó khai th¸c vµ chÕ biÕn dÇu re vµng Cinnamomum sp., phÇn lín lµ d©n ®Õn tõ c¸c x· hoÆc
c¸c huyÖn kh¸c. HÇu hÕt c¸c diÖn tÝch rõng tèt nhÊt cña x· tËp trung vÒ phÝa ®«ng. PhÇn diÖn tÝch phÝa
t©y nam ®· tõng phÇn bÞ c¶i t¹o thµnh ®Êt canh t¸c n«ng nghiÖp hoÆc trång c©y c«ng nghiÖp nh− hå
tiªu, cµ phª v.v... C¸c diÖn tÝch rõng t¹i x· H−íng S¬n kh«ng ph¶i chÞu ¶nh h−ëng nhiÒu tõ viÖc x©y
dùng ®−êng Hå ChÝ Minh, con ®−êng ®ang xÎ ®«i c¸c x· H−íng Phïng vµ H−íng LËp.

Cã bèn th«n ®· ®−îc ®iÒu tra lµ Nguån Rµo vµ th«n Hå ë phÝa nam, lµng C¸t ë phÝa b¾c vµ th«n Tr×a ë
trung t©m x· H−íng S¬n, trong mïa m−a, tÊt c¶ c¸c th«n nµy ®Òu chØ cã thÓ ®Õn b»ng c¸ch ®i bé. Theo
th«ng tin ph¶n håi tõ 9 thî s¨n kinh nghiÖm ®−îc pháng vÊn ®Òu kh¼ng ®Þnh sù ph©n bè cña c¸c loµi
Gµ l«i h«ng tÝa vµ Gµ l«i tr¾ng, kh«ng cã ai ®Ò cËp ®Õn Gµi l«i lam mµo tr¾ng hoÆc Gµ l«i lam ®u«i
tr¾ng, chØ cã mét thî s¨n giµ ®Ò cËp ®Õn Gµ l«i lam mµo ®en. PhÇn lín mäi ng−êi d©n ®Òu biÕt vµ ph¶n
øng tøc th× víi ¶nh TrÜ sao, mét chiÕc l«ng ®u«i TrÜ sao ®−îc thu thËp trong nhµ d©n t¹i bu«n Hå. Cã ba
loµi niÖc ®−îc ghi nhËn lµ Cao c¸t bông tr¾ng, Hång hoµng vµ NiÖc n©u, hai con NiÖc n©u non ®−îc
ph¸t hiÖn ®ang bÞ nu«i nhèt t¹i nhµ mét thî s¨n ë bu«n Nguån Rµo. C¸c thî s¨n giµ còng cã nãi ®Õn
C«ng, tuy nhiªn, theo hä th× loµi chim nµy ®· kh«ng cßn tån t¹i trong vïng kÓ tõ n¨m 1976.

C¸c loµi quan träng ghi nhËn

[Gµ l«i h«ng tÝa Lophura diardi]
Theo th«ng tin tõ c¸c thî s¨n, Gµ l«i h«ng tÝa cßn t−¬ng ®èi phæ biÕn t¹i c¸c vïng rõng ë c¸c x· H−íng
LËp vµ H−íng S¬n, trong khi rÊt hiÕm ë H−íng Phïng. TÊt c¶ nh÷ng ng−êi ®−îc pháng vÊn ®Òu m« t¶
chÝnh x¸c loµi chim nµy. §Æc biÖt, mét con Gµ l«i h«ng tÝa trèng ®· bÞ b¾t vµ ®−îc nu«i t¹i nhµ «ng Hå
Vinh t¹i x· H−íng S¬n, con nµy bÞ bÉy ë rõng gÇn th«n Tr×a tõ n¨m 1997 vµ míi chÕt kho¶ng ba th¸ng
tr−íc chuyÕn ®iÒu tra nµy. Loµi chim ®Æc h÷u §«ng Nam ¸ nµy ®−îc liÖt kª trong C¸c loµi chim bÞ ®e
däa ë Ch©u ¸ (BirdLife International 2001) ë møc GÇn bÞ ®e däa (NT) vµ ®−îc liÖt kª trong S¸ch ®á
ViÖt Nam (Anon. 1992) ë møc BÞ ®e däa (T).
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TrÜ sao Rheinardia ocellata
Hai chiÕc l«ng ®u«i cña TrÜ sao ®· ®−îc thu thËp t¹i nhµ «ng Hå H−êng th«n Xµ Lú, x· H−íng LËp vµo
ngµy 30/06/2002. Ngµy 03/07/2002, chóng t«i t×m thªm ®−îc mét chiÕc l«ng ®u«i t¹i nhµ «ng Hå Dun
bu«n Hå, x· H−íng S¬n. §Æc biÖt, trong ngµy tiÕp theo, chóng t«i ®· nghe ®−îc hai tiÕng kªu cña mét
con TrÜ sao t¹i vïng rõng gi÷a Nguån Rµo vµ th«n Tr×a, x· H−íng S¬n. TiÕng kªu cña c¸ thÓ nµy rÊt to
vµ kÐo dµi, kh«ng thÓ nhÇm lÉn víi loµi nµo kh¸c. TÊt c¶ c¸c thî s¨n ®−îc pháng vÊn ®Òu kh¼ng ®Þnh
sù tån l¹i cña loµi nµy trong vïng vµ cho r»ng quÇn thÓ cña chóng cßn t−¬ng ®èi lín. Trong thêi gian
gÇn ®©y, TrÜ sao ®ang bÞ ®e däa do søc Ðp s¨n b¾n ®Ó lµm chim c¶nh vµ viÖc mÊt c¸c sinh c¶nh sèng
phï hîp, ®iÒu ®ã dÉn ®Õn quÇn thÓ vµ vïng ph©n bè cña loµi ®ang dÇn dÇn tõng b−íc bÞ thu hÑp. Loµi
chim bÞ ®e däa toµn cÇu nµy ®−îc liÖt kª trong C¸c loµi chim bÞ ®e däa ë Ch©u ¸ (BirdLife
International 2001) ë møc S¾p nguy cÊp (VU) vµ ®−îc liÖt kª trong S¸ch ®á ViÖt Nam (Anon. 1992) ë
møc BÞ ®e däa (T).

[Hång hoµng Buceros birconis]
TÊt c¶ c¸c thî s¨n ®−îc pháng vÊn t¹i c¸c x· H−íng LËp, H−íng Phïng vµ H−íng S¬n ®Òu kh¼ng ®Þnh
vÒ sù hiÖn diÖn cña Hång hoµng trong vïng, tuy nhiªn, quÇn thÓ cña loµi nµy t¹i ®©y cã vÎ t−¬ng ®èi
nhá, mét vµi ®µn ®· ®−îc c¸c thî s¨n quan s¸t t¹i vïng rõng H−íng LËp gÇn biªn giíi ViÖt - Lµo
kho¶ng hai th¸ng tr−íc. §©y lµ c¸c ®µn tõ 3 ®Õn 4 c¸ thÓ kiÕm ¨n trªn c¸c c©y to cã qu¶. Vïng ph©n bè
vµ sè l−îng quÇn thÓ cña Hång hoµng ®ang tõng b−íc suy gi¶m do mÊt rõng vµ søc Ðp s¨n b¾n. Loµi
chim bÞ ®e däa toµn cÇu nµy ®−îc liÖt kª trong C¸c loµi chim bÞ ®e däa ë Ch©u ¸ (BirdLife
International 2001) ë møc GÇn bÞ ®e däa (NT) vµ ®−îc liÖt kª trong S¸ch ®á ViÖt Nam (Anon. 1992) ë
møc BÞ ®e däa (T).

NiÖc n©u Anorrhinus tickelli
Ngµy 03/07/2002, ®· quan s¸t ®−îc hai con NiÖc n©u non t¹i nhµ «ng Hå C«ng th«n Nguån Rµo. Theo
chñ nhµ, hai con chim nµy bÞ b¾t ë khu rõng gÇn th«n Tr×a, tæ chim lµm trong hèc mét th©n c©y to cã
ba con non nh−ng mét con ®· chÕt. Theo c¸c thî s¨n, thi tho¶ng hä quan s¸t ®−îc hai ®µn NiÖc n©u,
mét t¹i vïng rõng H−íng S¬n vµ ®µn kia t¹i vïng rõng H−íng LËp. HiÖn t¹i, quÇn thÓ cña loµi NiÖc
n©u ®ang bÞ suy gi¶m m¹nh cã sinh c¶nh bÞ ph¸ vì vµ søc Ðp s¨n b¾n. Loµi chim bÞ ®e däa toµn cÇu nµy
®−îc liÖt kª trong C¸c loµi chim bÞ ®e däa ë Ch©u ¸ (BirdLife International 2001) ë møc GÇn bÞ ®e
däa (NT) vµ ®−îc liÖt kª trong S¸ch ®á ViÖt Nam (Anon. 1992) ë møc BÞ ®e däa (T).

Loµi quan träng ch−a ghi nhËn

Gµ so Trung Bé Arborophila merlini
Gµ so Trung bé lµ mét loµi ®Æc h÷u cña Vïng Chim §Æc h÷u (EBA) ®Êt thÊp Trung bé. Tr−íc ®©y cã
rÊt Ýt ghi nhËn vÒ loµi nµy ë trong vïng, ghi nhËn gÇn ®©y nhÊt vÒ loµi nµy lµ vµo th¸ng 06/2002 t¹i
huyÖn LÖ Thuû, tØnh Qu¶ng B×nh (Lª M¹nh Hïng et al. 2002) víi mét tiªu b¶n ®−îc thu mÉu ë vïng
rõng liªn tôc sang diÖn tÝch rõng cña x· H−íng LËp, huyÖn H−íng Hãa. Do ®iÒu kiÖn thêi tiÕt, nhãm
®iÒu tra ®· kh«ng thÓ kiÓm tra chÝnh x¸c t×nh tr¹ng cña loµi nµy t¹i khu vùc. Gµ so Trung Bé lµ loµi ®Æc
h÷u cña Vïng Chim §Æc h÷u §Êt thÊp Trung Bé.

Gµ l«i lam mµo ®en Lophura imperialis
Ngµy 03/07/2002, trong cuéc pháng vÊn víi «ng Hå T− ë th«n Nguån Rµo, mét sè th«ng tin vÒ Gµ l«i
lam mµo ®en ®· ®−îc thu thËp. Theo «ng T−, loµi chim nµy ®−îc m« t¶ víi th©n mµu xanh, ®u«i ng¾n
vµ còng cã mµu xanh, mÆt ®á vµ mµo mµu xanh, tuy nhiªn, khi chØ cho «ng xem h×nh vÏ trong tµi liÖu
Robson (2000), «ng ta ®· chØ h×nh Gµ l«i h«ng tÝa lµ loµi gÇn gièng víi loµi nµy nhÊt ®−îc minh häa
trong s¸ch. Loµi chim nµy lÇn ®Çu tiªn ®−îc ghi nhËn vµ m« t¶ vµo n¨m 1924 nh−ng ®Õn nay, chØ cã rÊt
Ýt th«ng tin khã kiÓm chøng vÒ loµi nµy ®−îc ghi nhËn, do ®ã, Gµ l«i lam mµo ®en ®−îc liÖt kª trong
C¸c loµi chim bÞ ®e däa ë Ch©u ¸ (BirdLife International 2001) ë møc Ch−a ®ñ th«ng tin (D).

Gµ l«i lam mµo tr¾ng Lophura edwardsi
Trong qu¸ tr×nh ®iÒu tra thùc ®Þa, kh«ng cã th«ng tin nµo liªn quan ®Õn Gµ l«i lam mµo tr¾ng ®−îc ghi
nhËn, thËm trÝ nhiÒu thî s¨n cßn kh¼ng ®Þnh ch−a tõng bao giê nh×n thÊy loµi nµy. MÆc dï cã bèn c¸
thÓ ®· bÞ b¾t n¨m 1996 (hai t¹i Khu B¶o tån Thiªn nhiªn Phong §iÒn, tØnh Thõa Thiªn HuÕ vµ hai t¹i
Khu B¶o tån Thiªn nhiªn §¾c Krong, tØnh Qu¶ng TrÞ) nh−ng quÇn thÓ cña Gµ l«i lam mµo tr¾ng cßn
rÊt nhá. Loµi chim ®Æc h÷u cã vïng ph©n bè hÑp nµy ®· ph¶i chÞu ®ùng sù xuèng cÊp sinh c¶nh mét
c¸ch nÆng nÒ do hËu qu¶ chiÕn tranh vµ hiÖn nay ®ang ph¶i chÞu søc Ðp s¨n b¾n tõ ng−êi d©n ®Þa
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ph−¬ng. Loµi chim bÞ ®e däa toµn cÇu nµy ®−îc liÖt kª trong C¸c loµi chim bÞ ®e däa ë Ch©u ¸
(BirdLife International 2001) ë møc Nguy cÊp (E) vµ ®−îc liÖt kª trong S¸ch ®á ViÖt Nam (Anon.
1992) còng ë møc Nguy cÊp (E).

Gµ l«i lam ®u«i tr¾ng Lophura hatinhensis
Còng nh− Gµ l«i lam mµo tr¾ng, kh«ng cã th«ng tin nµo vÒ Gµ l«i lam ®u«i tr¾ng ®−îc thu thËp trong
qu¸ tr×nh ®iÒu tra, thî s¨n tá ra kh¸ l¹ lÉm ®èi víi loµi gµ l«i nµy, mét sè ®· kh¼ng ®Þnh ch−a bao giê
nh×n thÊy loµi nµy trong vïng. Nh÷ng ghi nhËn míi nhÊt vÒ loµi nµy lµ ë Khu B¶o tån Thiªn nhiªn KÎ
Gç, tØnh Hµ TÜnh vµ vïng Khe NÐt ë phÝa b¾c tØnh Qu¶ng B×nh tõ n¨m 1994. Gµ l«i lam ®u«i tr¾ng
®ang bÞ ®e däa nÆng nÒ do mÊt sinh c¶nh hoÆc sinh c¶nh bÞ chia c¾t, søc Ðp s¨n b¾n còng lµ nguyªn
nh©n lµm t¨ng thªm t×nh tr¹ng nguy cÊp cña loµi. Loµi chim bÞ ®e däa toµn cÇu nµy ®−îc liÖt kª trong
C¸c loµi chim bÞ ®e däa ë Ch©u ¸ (BirdLife International 2001) ë møc Nguy cÊp (E) vµ ®−îc liÖt kª
trong S¸ch ®á ViÖt Nam (Anon. 1992) còng ë møc Nguy cÊp (E).

Gâ kiÕn ®Çu ®á Picus rabieri
Do trong chuyÕn kh¶o s¸t, ®oµn ®iÒu tra chñ yÕu tËp trung vµo viÖc pháng vÊn d©n, thêi gian kh¶o s¸t
thùc tÕ trong rõng kh«ng nhiÒu, ®ã cã lÏ lµ lý do t¹i sao ch−a cã ghi nhËn nµo vÒ Gâ kiÕn ®Çu ®á. C¸c
khu rõng t¹i H−íng LËp vµ H−íng S¬n cã c¸c sinh c¶nh sèng rÊt phï hîp víi loµi nµy. H¬n n÷a, gÇn
®©y loµi nµy ®· ®−îc ghi nhËn t¹i huyÖn LÖ Thñy, tØnh Qu¶ng B×nh (Lª M¹nh Hïng et al. 2002). Loµi
chim bÞ ®e däa toµn cÇu nµy ®−îc liÖt kª trong C¸c loµi chim bÞ ®e däa ë Ch©u ¸ (BirdLife
International 2001) ë møc GÇn bÞ ®e däa (NT) vµ ®−îc liÖt kª trong S¸ch ®á ViÖt Nam (Anon. 1992) ë
møc BÞ ®e däa (T).

DiÒu c¸ bÐ Ichthyophaga humilis
Trong suèt chuyÕn ®iÒu tra thùc ®Þa t¹i H−íng Hãa, kh«ng chØ DiÒu c¸ bÐ kh«ng cã ghi nhËn mµ nhãm
®iÒu tra kh«ng gÆp bÊt cø mét loµi chim ¨n thÞt nµo. Rõng xuèng cÊp, mÊt sinh c¶nh vµ Ýt con måi lµ
nh÷ng mèi ®e däa chÝnh ®Õn sù tån vong cña nhãm nµy. DiÒu c¸ bÐ ®· ®−îc ghi nhËn ë vïng rõng
ngay phÝa b¾c x· H−íng LËp bªn phÝa huyÖn LÖ Thñy, tØnh Qu¶ng B×nh (Lª M¹nh Hïng et al. 2002).
Loµi DiÒu c¸ bÐ ®−îc liÖt kª trong C¸c loµi chim bÞ ®e däa ë Ch©u ¸ (BirdLife International 2001) ë
møc GÇn bÞ ®e däa (NT).

Kh−íu má dµi Jabouilleia danjoui
Cã rÊt Ýt ghi nhËn vÒ loµi chim ®Æc h÷u nµy trong thêi gian gÇn ®©y. Loµi chim nµy ®−îc ph¸t hiÖn lÇn
®Çu tiªn ë §«ng B¾c Bé vµo n¨m 1995 t¹i V−ên Quèc gia Cóc Ph−¬ng, tØnh Ninh B×nh (Robson et al.
1995b). Th¸ng 05 n¨m 2000, mÉu mét con c¸i tr−ëng thµnh ®−îc thu b»ng l−íi mê t¹i nói T©y C«n
LÜnh, tØnh Hµ Giang ë ®é cao 1400m. Ghi nhËn míi nhÊt lµ ë ®iÓm s©u nhÊt vÒ phÝa nam cña huyÖn LÖ
Thñy, tØnh Qu¶ng B×nh (Lª M¹nh Hïng et al. 2002) n¬i s¸t víi x· H−íng LËp cña H−íng Hãa. Theo
Robson (2000), loµi nµy ph©n bè trong rõng th−êng xanh l¸ réng vµ rõng thø sinh; c¸c kiÓu sinh c¶nh
hiÖn cã ë phÝa b¾c huyÖn H−íng Hãa. Loµi chim bÞ ®e däa toµn cÇu nµy ®−îc liÖt kª trong C¸c loµi
chim bÞ ®e däa ë Ch©u ¸ (BirdLife International 2001) ë møc GÇn bÞ ®e däa (NT) vµ ®−îc liÖt kª trong
S¸ch ®á ViÖt Nam (Anon. 1992) ë møc BÞ ®e däa (T).

2.3 KÕt luËn

KÕt qu¶ ®iÒu tra nhanh cho thÊy c¸c quÇn thÓ chim ë huyÖn H−íng Hãa ®· suy gi¶m nhanh chãng
trong vµi thËp kû gÇn ®©y do hËu qu¶ cña viÖc c¸c sinh c¶nh bÞ mÊt vµ chia c¾t, vµ ®èi víi mét sè loµi,
lµ do søc Ðp s¨n b¾n. NhiÒu loµi quan träng trong ®ã cã C«ng cã vÎ nh− ®· hoµn toµn biÕn mÊt khái
vïng. Mét sè loµi quan träng kh¸c, ®¸ng chó ý lµ Hång hoµng vµ NiÖc n©u, cã vÎ nh− còng ®ang suy
gi¶m m¹nh vµ cã thÓ sÏ nhanh chãng theo b−íc C«ng ®Õn chç bÞ tuyÖt chñng trong vïng nÕu c¸c biÖn
ph¸p b¶o tån h÷u hiÖu kh«ng ®−îc tiÕn hµnh kÞp thêi.

Tuy nhiªn, huyÖn H−íng Hãa vÉn lµ n¬i cã nh÷ng quÇn thÓ ®¸ng kÓ cña mét sè loµi chim quan träng.
Dùa trªn kÕt qu¶ ®iÒu tra nhanh, cã thÓ x¸c ®Þnh khu vùc quan träng nhÊt ®èi víi c«ng t¸c b¶o tån
chim lµ ë phÝa b¾c x· H−íng LËp, n¬i cã mét diÖn tÝch rõng nèi liÒn víi rõng cña tØnh Qu¶ng B×nh ë
phÝa b¾c vµ Lµo vÒ phÝa t©y. Dùa trªn c¸c kÕt qu¶ nghiªn cøu tr−íc ®©y, vïng nµy ®−îc biÕt lµ n¬i cã
c¸c ®Æc tr−ng vÒ khu hÖ chim cña EBA §Êt thÊp Trung Bé, trong ®ã cã rÊt nhiÒu loµi quan träng
(Walston & Vinton 1999, Lª M¹nh Hïng et al. 2002). Trong khi cÇn cã thªm nhiÒu nghiªn cøu thùc
®Þa nh»m lµm râ hiÖn tr¹ng cña mét lo¹t c¸c loµi quan träng ch−a ®−îc ghi nhËn t¹i vïng cho ®Õn thêi
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®iÓm nµy, kÕt qu¶ ®iÒu tra nhanh ®· chØ ra r»ng, cïng víi vïng rõng tiÕp gi¸p ë phÝa bªn Qu¶ng B×nh,
vïng phÝa b¾c x· H−íng LËp ®ñ tiªu chuÈn ®Ó ®−îc c«ng nhËn lµ mét vïng chim ®Æc h÷u (IBA) do ®¸p
øng c¸c tiªu chÝ sau:

Tiªu chÝ A1: Khu vùc th−êng xuyªn cã mét sè l−îng c¸ thÓ ®¸ng kÓ cña c¸c loµi chim bÞ ®e däa
tuyÖt chñng trªn toµn cÇu hoÆc loµi ®ang ®−îc quan t©m b¶o tån trªn toµn cÇu.

KÕt qu¶ cña chuyÕn ®iÒu tra nhanh ®a d¹ng sinh häc t¹i b¾c H−íng Hãa chØ ra r»ng ®©y lµ n¬i sinh
sèng th−êng xuyªn cña mét quÇn thÓ ®¸ng kÓ loµi s¾p nguy cÊp trªn toµn cÇu TrÜ sao vµ loµi GÇn bÞ ®e
do¹ trªn toµn cÇu NiÖc n©u. Ngoµi ra, c¸c loµi GÇn bÞ ®e däa trªn toµn cÇu lµ Hång hoµng vµ Gµ L«i
h«ng tÝa còng ®−îc ph¸t hiÖn cã c− tró t¹i ®©y víi c¸c quÇn thÓ nhá.

Tiªu chÝ A2: Khu vùc ®−îc biÕt hay cho lµ cã mét tû lÖ ®¸ng kÓ cña mét nhãm loµi cã vïng sinh
s¶n ®−îc x¸c ®Þnh trong mét EBA hoÆc mét EBA thø cÊp.

Vïng b¾c H−íng Hãa lµ n¬i ph©n bè cña mét trong 9 loµi cã vïng ph©n bè hÑp ®−îc x¸c ®Þnh cho
Vïng Chim §Æc h÷u (EBA) §Êt thÊp Trung Bé ®ã lµ TrÜ sao. Dùa trªn kÕt qu¶ ®iÒu tra nhanh, cã thÓ
thÊy sè l−îng quÇn thÓ cña loµi nµy t−¬ng ®èi lín, nhÊt lµ vïng rõng nµy l¹i liªn tôc víi mét diÖn tÝch
rõng rÊt lín ë tØnh Qu¶ng B×nh (Lª M¹nh Hïng et al. 2002). Vïng rõng ë b¾c x· H−íng LËp cã c¸c
sinh c¶nh phï hîp cho mét sè loµi ph©n bè hÑp kh¸c cña EBA §Êt thÊp Trung Bé nµy lµ Gµ so Trung
Bé vµ Kh−íu má dµi. Tuy nhiªn, ®Õn nay t×nh tr¹ng cña c¸c loµi trªn t¹i khu vùc nµy ch−a ®−îc kiÓm
chøng.
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3. Khu hÖ thó

3.1 Ph−¬ng ph¸p

Do h¹n chÕ vÒ thêi gian kh¶o s¸t vµ ®iÒu kiÖn thêi tiÕt, nhãm ®iÒu tra chØ chñ yÕu tËp trung vµo thu
thËp th«ng tin vÒ mét sè loµi thó quan träng, c¸c ph−¬ng ph¸p ®iÒu tra d−íi ®©y ®· ®−îc sö dông trong
qu¸ tr×nh ®iÒu tra:

• Thu thËp th«ng tin tõ c¸c nhµ qu¶n lý: c¬ quan kiÓm l©m c¸c cÊp, c¸c ®ån biªn phßng, chÝnh quyÒn
c¸c x·, th«n v.v...

• TiÕp cËn c¸c tuyÕn ®iÒu tra ë nh÷ng vïng phï hîp ®Ó quan s¸t sinh c¶nh, pháng vÊn ng−êi d©n ®Þa
ph−¬ng (thî s¨n kinh nghiÖm, ng−êi lín tuæi, ng−êi bu«n b¸n ®éng vËt v.v...) vµ ph©n lo¹i qua c¸c
phÇn c¬ thÓ cßn l¹i cña thó hoÆc c¸c loµi ®ang bÞ nu«i nhèt.

• Khi cã thÓ, lùa chän mét sè vïng ®iÒu tra thùc ®Þa ®Ó t×m kiÕm quan s¸t trùc tiÕp c¸c b·i ¨n, dÊu
ch©n hoÆc ghi nhËn tiÕng kªu cña c¸c loµi thó.

Ba tuyÕn kh¶o s¸t chÝnh ®−îc tiÕn hµnh trong thêi gian ®iÒu tra lµ tõ trung t©m x· H−íng Phïng ®Õn
th«n Ma Lai, mét tuyÕn däc theo ®−êng Hå ChÝ Minh trong ®Þa bµn x· H−íng LËp vµ tuyÕn H−íng
Phïng - H−íng S¬n - Nguån Rµo - lµng C¸t.

Danh s¸ch nh÷ng ng−êi ®−îc pháng vÊn

1. ¤ng Hå Hïng, th«n Chªnh Vªnh, x· H−íng Phïng
2. ¤ng Hå X¨ng, th«n Ma Lai, x· H−íng Phïng
3. ¤ng Hå TiÕn, th«n Ma Lai, x· H−íng Phïng
4. ¤ng Hå Liªn, th«n Ma Lai, x· H−íng Phïng
5. ¤ng Hå C«ng, th«n Khe Cuåi, x· H−íng LËp
6. ¤ng Hå H−êng, th«n Xµ Lú, x· H−íng LËp
7. ¤ng Hå Hoan, th«n Xa §−ng, x· H−íng LËp
8. ¤ng Hå Nam, th«n Hå, x· H−íng S¬n
9. ¤ng Hå Dôc, th«n Nguån Rµo, x· H−íng S¬n
10. ¤ng Hå T−, th«n Nguån Rµo, x· H−íng S¬n
11. ¤ng Hå C−, th«n lµng C¸t, x· H−íng S¬n

3.2 KÕt qu¶

Do thêi tiÕt xÊu vµ ®iÒu kiÖn ®i l¹i khã kh¨n, nhãm ®iÒu tra chØ cã thÓ thùc hiÖn ®−îc rÊt Ýt kh¶o s¸t
thùc tÕ trong rõng, kÕt qu¶ nµy thu ®−îc hÇu hÕt qua pháng vÇn víi thî s¨n vµ ng−êi d©n ®Þa ph−¬ng.
Mét sè loµi thó quý hiÕm ®−îc lùa chän lµm ®èi t−îng ®Ó pháng vÊn bao gåm Sao la Pseudoryx
nghetinhensis, Thá hæ Nesolagus timminsi, Mang lín Megamuntiacus vuquangensis, V−în ®en m¸
tr¾ng Nomascus leucogenys, Voäc v¸ Pygathrix spp., Hæ Panthera tigris, GÊu Ursus spp. v.v... §¸ng
tiÕc lµ th«ng tin thu ®−îc kh«ng nhiÒu.

Theo nh÷ng ng−êi d©n ®Þa ph−¬ng ®· sèng ë vïng nµy l©u n¨m, tr−íc nh÷ng n¨m 1980, khu vùc nµy
liªn tôc víi c¸c khu rõng ë huyÖn LÖ Thuû, tØnh Qu¶ng B×nh h×nh thµnh nªn mét vïng rõng th−êng
xanh trªn ®Êt thÊp rÊt réng lín víi mét khu hÖ thó rÊt phong phó lóc nµy ®−îc phôc håi trë l¹i sau khi
kÕt thóc cuéc kh¸ng chiÕn chèng Mü. Vµo thêi gian nµy, c¸c loµi thó lín nh− Bß tãt Bos gaurus, Bß
rõng Bos banteng, Hæ Panthera tigris, c¸c loµi gÊu Ursus spp., Nai Cervus unicolor, mét sè loµi h−¬u
kh¸c vµ c¸c loµi linh tr−ëng cßn kh¸ phæ biÕn trong vïng. Do mÊt sinh c¶nh trªn diÖn réng cïng víi
s¨n b¾n kh«ng ®−îc kiÓm so¸t vµ nhÊt lµ cïng víi nh÷ng t¸c ®éng do viÖc x©y dùng ®−êng Hå ChÝ
Minh, Hæ vµ c¸c loµi thó mãng guèc lín ®· gÇn nh− bÞ xo¸ sæ trong vïng, Nai vµ c¸c loµi gÊu ®Òu trë
nªn hiÕm, chØ cßn Lîn rõng, Sus scrofa, S¬n d−¬ng Naemorhedus sumatrensis vµ Ho½ng Muntiacus
muntjack lµ cßn t−¬ng ®èi phæ biÕn.
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C¸c loµi quan träng ®−îc ghi nhËn

[Thá rõng
PhÇn lín ng−êi ®−îc pháng vÊn (5/8) tr¶ lêi r»ng t¹i ®©y cã mét loµi thá rõng. Theo sù m« t¶ cña ng−êi
d©n, loµi nµy ch¾c lµ Thá hæ Nesolagus timminsi. RÊt Ýt ng−êi tr¶ lêi pháng vÊn kh¼ng ®Þnh sù tån t¹i
cña loµi nµy trong thêi gian gÇn ®©y, hÇu hÕt th«ng tin ®Òu rÊt cò. Víi th«ng tin thu thËp ®−îc, cã thÓ
dù ®o¸n r»ng chØ cßn mét quÇn thÓ hiÖn vÉn cßn ph©n bè ë vïng rõng gi÷a Qu¶ng B×nh vµ Qu¶ng TrÞ,
cßn ë hÇu hÕt c¸c khu vùc kh¸c trong vïng nghiªn cøu, loµi nµy ®· trë nªn rÊt hiÕm hoÆc ®· hoµn toµn
tuyÖt chñng.]

[Sao la Psedoryx nghetinhensis
HÇu hÕt ng−êi tr¶ lêi pháng vÊn ®Òu biÕt loµi Sao la (nh− hä gäi lµ 'la giang' trong tiÕng V©n KiÒu) vµ
®Çu cã thÓ m« t¶ chÝnh x¸c loµi nµy. Tuy nhiªn, chØ cã hai ng−êi kh¼ng ®Þnh sù cã mÆt cña loµi nµy
trong thêi gian gÇn ®©y; mét ë dèc D©n Chñ, x· H−íng LËp vµ mét ë rõng lµng C¸t, x· H−íng S¬n.
Nhãm ®iÒu tra còng t×m ®−îc mét c¸i sä Sao la ë lµng C¸t, x· H−íng S¬n, tuy nhiªn, theo ng−êi chñ
th× chiÕc sä nµy tõ mét con vËt ®· bÞ giÕt c¸ch ®©y 20 n¨m.]

[V−în ®en m¸ tr¾ng Nomascus leucogenys
TÊt c¶ nh÷ng ng−êi tr¶ lêi pháng vÊn ®Òu kh¼ng ®Þnh sù tån t¹i cña mét loµi v−în ®en. Hä cã thÓ m« t¶
chÝnh x¸c mµu s¾c, h×nh d¸ng vµ tiÕng kªu cña loµi, hÇu hÕt ®Òu biÕt lµ chóng cã hai mµu, con ®ùc mµu
®en vµ con c¸i mµu vµng. Dùa trªn vïng ph©n bè ®· biÕt cña c¸c loµi v−în t¹i ViÖt Nam, ta cã thÓ cho
r»ng ®©y lµ V−în ®en m¸ tr¾ng. Tuy nhiªn, hÇu hÕt nh÷ng ng−êi d©n ®−îc hái ®Òu cho r¾ng v−în chØ
sèng thµnh tõng ®«i riªng lÎ, ph©n bè ë kh¾p vïng nghiªn cøu. ChØ vïng rõng gÇn lµng C¸t cã thÓ cßn
cã hai ®µn nhá cña loµi v−în nµy.]

[Voäc v¸ ch©n n©u Pygathrix nemaeus
TÊt c¶ nh÷ng ng−êi tr¶ loµi pháng vÊn ®Òu kh¼ng ®Þnh sù tån t¹i cña mét loµi Voäc v¸, cã lÏ lµ Voäc
v¸ ch©n n©u. Tuy nhiªn, hÇu hÕt d©n ®Òu cho r»ng loµi nµy hiÖn nay còng rÊt hiÕm vµ chØ sèng thµnh
tõng ®µn nhá.]

3.3 KÕt luËn

Rõng ë vïng nghiªn cøu ®· bÞ t¸c ®éng vµ chia c¾t m¹nh do ¶nh h−ëng cña hËu qu¶ chiÕn tranh vµ
nhiÒu n¨m khai th¸c qu¸ møc bëi ng−êi d©n ®Þa ph−¬ng. KÕt qu¶ ®iÒu tra nhanh cho thÊy c¸c vïng
rõng cßn l¹i ë khu vùc nµy cã thÓ vÉn lµ n¬i sinh sèng cña nhiÒu quÇn thÓ nhá cña c¸c loµi thó cã tÇm
quan träng ®èi víi c«ng t¸c b¶o tån nh− Sao la, Thá hæ, V−în ®en m¸ tr¾ng, Voäc v¸ ch©n n©u v.v...
Víi søc Ðp s¨n b¾n kh«ng ngõng t¨ng trong vïng nghiªn cøu, céng víi nh÷ng t¸c ®éng vµ sù chia c¾t
do viÖc x©y dùng ®−êng Hå ChÝ Minh t¹o ra, trong ®iÒu kiÖn nh− vËy, quÇn thÓ cña c¸c loµi nµy quÇn
thÓ cña c¸c loµi nµy ®ang bÞ thu hÑp mét c¸ch nghiªm träng ®Õn møc khã cã thÓ tiÕp tôc tån t¹i ®−îc.
Nh−ng mÆt kh¸c, nÕu cã c¸c biÖn ph¸p ®−îc tiÕn hµnh ®Ó kiÓm so¸t s¨n b¾n vµ ng¨n chÆn c¸c t¸c ®éng
vµ viÖc mÊt sinh c¶nh rõng t¹i ®©y, cã thÓ hy väng c¸c quÇn thÓ cña nhiÒu loµi thó quan träng sÏ ®−îc
phôc håi sau 10 ®Õn 15 n¨m n÷a.
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4. KiÕn nghÞ

1. CÇn tiÕn hµnh thªm c¸c ®iÒu tra thùc ®Þa trong mïa kh«, ®Ó kh¶o s¸t kü h¬n c¸c diÖn tÝch rõng cña
khu vùc. C¸c cuéc kh¶o s¸t nµy nªn tËp trung ë vïng rõng ®ang cßn tèt t¹i hai x· H−íng LËp vµ
H−íng S¬n. §©y sÏ cã thÓ lµ n¬i sinh sèng cña mét sè loµi quan träng ®Õn nay ch−a ®−îc kh¼ng
®Þnh nh− Gµ so Trung Bé, Kh−íu má dµi, DiÒu c¸ bÐ, Sao la, Thá hæ, V−în ®en m¸ tr¾ng vµ Voäc
vµ ch©n n©u.

2. Trong thêi ®iÓm tr−íc m¾t, cÇn tiÕn hµnh c¸c biÖn ph¸p b¶o tån nh»m kiÓm so¸t s¨n b¾n, ®Æc biÖt
lµ ®èi víi c¸c loµi thó, c¸c loµi chim lín vµ võa nh− c¸c loµi trÜ, niÖc vµ bå c©u. C¸c biÖn ph¸p nh−
vËy cã thÓ bao gåm tiÕn hµnh c¸c ho¹t ®éng n©ng cao nhËn thøc b¶o tån, t¨ng c−êng thùc thi ph¸p
luËt vµ quy chÕ b¶o vÖ rõng, ký cam kÕt qu¶n lý víi c¸c céng ®ång ®Þa ph−¬ng vµ lång ghÐp viÖc
cÊm s¨n b¾n trong c¸c hîp ®ång kho¸n qu¶n lý b¶o vÖ rõng.

3. VÒ l©u dµi, viÖc c¸c sinh c¶nh bÞ mÊt vµ chia c¾t lµ nh÷ng mèi ®e däa lín nhÊt ®èi víi c«ng t¸c
b¶o tån chim ë huyÖn H−íng Hãa. C¸c mèi ®e däa nµy sÏ ®Æc biÖt nghiªm träng ®èi víi c¸c loµi
sèng phô thuéc vµo kiÓu sinh c¶nh rõng th−êng xanh trªn ®Êt thÊp, kiÓu sinh c¶nh nµy ®ang ®ang
bÞ mÊt víi tèc ®é nhanh nhÊt, trong khi phÇn lín c¸c vïng rõng th−êng xanh trªn ®Êt thÊp cßn t¹i
khu vùc l¹i ®Òu ®· bÞ xuèng cÊp.

4. HiÖn t¹i, −u tiªn cao nhÊt lµ cÇn ng¨n chÆn mäi kÕ ho¹ch bè trÝ thªm d©n c− vµo c¸c vïng cã gi¸
trÞ ®a d¹ng sinh häc cao, ®Æc biÖt lµ c¸c khu vùc rõng däc theo ®−êng Hå ChÝ Minh. NÕu cã thÓ,
cÇn thiÕt lËp mét ban qu¶n lý ®Ó b¶o vÖ vïng rõng ë phÝa b¾c cña huyÖn, n¬i tiÕp gi¸p víi tØnh
Qu¶ng B×nh. C¸c khu rõng ë phÇn nµy cña huyÖn cã tÇm quan träng b¶o tån cao nhÊt do ®ã lµ n¬i
sinh sèng cña nhiÒu loµi quan träng vµ lµ mét phÇn cña vïng rõng th−êng xanh trªn ®Êt thÊp réng
lín nhÊt ë Trung Bé. Ngoµi ra, vïng rõng nµy ®ãng mét vai trß rÊt quan träng ®èi víi viÖc b¶o vÖ
®Çu nguån s«ng BÕn H¶i.

5. Vïng xung quanh ®Ìo Cµ Léc thuéc x· H−íng LËp cã khÝ hËu rÊt riªng biÖt vµ c¶nh quan ®Ñp,
ngoµi ra n¬i ®©y vÉn cßn mét diÖn tÝch rõng t−¬ng ®èi lín. Do vËy, vïng nµy rÊt cã tiÒm n¨ng cho
viÖc ph¸t triÓn du lÞch sinh th¸i. Tuy nhiªn, do tiÖn tÝch t−¬ng ®èi nhá vµ c¸c mèi ®e däa ®ang
diÔn ra, vïng nµy còng ®ang bÞ ®e däa bëi viÖc mÊt vµ chia c¾t sinh c¶nh.
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1. Introduction

This report presents the results of a rapid field survey of Huong Hoa district, Quang Tri province,
conducted by the BirdLife International Vietnam Programme and the Institute of Ecology and
Biological Resources, as part of the Danida-funded project Improved conservation planning through
institutional strengthening in Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam. The survey was carried out in cooperation
with Quang Tri Provincial Forest Protection Department (FPD).

1.1 Aim and objectives

The aim of the rapid field survey was to assess whether any natural forest areas within Huong Hoa
district qualified as an Important Bird Area (IBA). IBAs are areas of international importance for bird
conservation that meets internationally recognised criteria. IBAs are not only important for birds but
typically support a wide range of other important animal and plant species.

The specific objectives of the survey were to:

• collect data on the status and distribution of bird species in Huong Hoa district, in particular
globally threatened and restricted-range species;

• collect data on the status and distribution of mammal species in Huong Hoa district, especially
globally threatened and endemic species.

All data collected during the survey were provided to Quang Tri Provincial FPD, who are currently
assessing the feasibility of establishing a protected area in Huong Hoa district.

1.2 Study area

The study area comprised Huong Phung (16°45'N 106°35'E), Huong Lap (16°53'N 106°34'E) and
Huong Son (16°46'N 106°40'E) communes, Huong Hoa district, Quang Tri province. Two days were
spent in Huong Phung commune, which is situated in the south-west of the district. Two days were
spent in Huong Lap commune, which is situated in the north-west of the district. A further four days
were spent in Huong Son commune, which lies in the east of the district. Both Huong Phung and
Huong Lap border Laos to the west.

1.3 Itinerary

27 June 2002 Travelled to Dong Ha town and met with Quang Tri Provincial FPD
28 June 2002 Travelled to Huong Hoa district
29-30 June 2002 Surveyed in Huong Phung commune
1-2 July 2002 Surveyed in Huong Lap commune
3-6 July 2002 Surveyed in Huong Son commune
7 July 2002 Travelled to Huong Hoa district and met with Huong Hoa District FPD
8 July 2002 Travelled to Dong Ha town and met with Quang Tri Provincial FPD
9 July 2002 Returned to Hanoi
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2. Birds

2.1 Methods

As one of the main objectives of the rapid field survey was to collect information on globally
threatened bird species, the main method used was interviews. In each village visited, the survey team
conducted interviews with skilled hunters who demonstrated a high level of familiarity with the
wildlife of the area. After the interviews were completed, the hunters were shown illustrations of bird
species in order to confirm their descriptions. Also, the hunters were asked to produce any trophies
(feathers, legs, hornbill casques, etc.) in their possession.

In addition to interviews, short visits were made to forest areas in the study area, from 06h00 to 08h00
and from 16h00 to 18h00 each day, during which time birds were surveyed by observation and
identification of calls. However, due to time constraints, inclement weather and a focus on collecting
interview data, the data collected in this manner was very limited and insufficient to draw any
conclusions about the composition of the bird fauna of Huong Hoa district.

2.2 Results

2.2.1 Huong Phung commune

Huong Phung commune is situated in the west of Huong Hoa district, 30 km to the north of Khe Sanh
town. Huong Phung commune is bordered by Huong Linh commune to the south, Huong Lap
commune to the north, Huong Son commune to the east, and Laos to the west. The principal habitats in
Huong Phung commune are grassland and bare hills. As a consequence of the extensive use of
defoliants during the Second Indochina War and a long history of over-exploitation by local people, the
remaining natural forests are highly fragmented. Only around 1,000 ha of natural forest remains in the
commune, most of which is heavily degraded. The recent construction of National Highway No. 2
threatens to increase the rate of loss of the remaining natural forests.

Two villages were visited in Huong Phung commune: Chenh Venh in the north and Ma Lai in the west.
Six skilled hunters were interviewed but, due to the small remaining area of natural forest in the
commune, it is supposed that many of their reports refer to species that once occurred but are now
locally extinct. All hunters precisely described the appearance of a number of pheasant species,
including Siamese Fireback Lophura diardi, Silver Pheasant L. nycthemera and Crested Argus
Rheinardia ocellata. In addition, they were familiar with Green Peafowl Pavo muticus but reported that
it was extirpated from the area in around 1965. None of the hunters were familiar with Edwards's
Pheasant L. edwardsi, Imperial Pheasant L. imperialis or Vietnamese Pheasant L. hatinhensis.
According to the hunters, three species of hornbills occur (or occurred) in the area: Oriental Pied
Hornbill Anthracoceros albirostris, Great Hornbill Buceros bicornis and Brown Hornbill Anorrhinus
tickelli. All hunters described the first two species but only two of them were familiar with the third.

2.2.2 Huong Lap commune

Huong Lap commune is situated in the north-west of Huong Hoa district, 60 km from Khe Sanh town.
Huong Lap commune is bordered by Huong Son commune to the east and Laos to the west. In the
north of Huong Lap commune, there is a large area of lowland evergreen forest, which adjoins forest
areas in Kim Thuy commune, Le Thuy district, Quang Binh province. This area, therefore, forms part
of a large, contiguous area of lowland evergreen forest, the most threatened forest type in Vietnam at
the present time. In the south and west of Huong Lap commune, in the area around the Ca Loc pass
(16°48'N 106°35'E) on the international border with Laos, there is an area of limestone mountains.
This area experiences year-round low temperatures and frequent fogs, and, therefore, supports distinct
forest types. Elevations between 600 and 800 m asl support bamboo forest, while elevations between
900 and 1,200 m asl support lower montane evergreen forest.

Three villages were visited in Huong Lap commune: Khe Cui, Xa Ly and Xa Dung. Seven hunters were
interviewed in total. The results of the interviews indicate that hunting pressure in the commune is
quite high, with wild pigs and muntjacs being frequently hunted, and pheasants and other large birds
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also being targetted by hunters. One Sambar was reportedly trapped two months prior to the survey.
Many people reportedly visit the forest in order to collect scrap metal remaining from the time of the
Second Indochina War.

None of the hunters were familiar with Imperial Pheasant, Edwards's Pheasant or Vietnamese Pheasant,
although one hunter exhibited confusion between Silver Pheasant and Edwards's Pheasant when
questioned about the former. All but one of the hunters reported the continued presence of Siamese
Fireback, and all of them reported frequently encountering or hearing the calls of Crested Argus. Two
Crested Argus tail feathers were seen in a hunter's house in Xa Ly village; these feathers reportedly
belonged to a bird trapped in August 2001. Based on the information obtained during the rapid field
survey, Huong Lap commune supports a relatively large population of Crested Argus. In addition, the
hunters described three species of hornbills: Oriental Pied Hornbill, Great Hornbill and Brown
Hornbill. All seven hunters described the first two species, while only five of them were familiar with
the third. One hunter reported catching a Brown Hornbill and keeping it for two months before it died.
Interestingly, a single hunter gave a description of a hornbill that fit exactly that of Rufous-necked
Hornbill Aceros nipalensis. The bird was described as having rufous underparts, a straight bill with no
casque and a black and white tail, and as being the same size as Great Hornbill. This hunter reported
that the bird occurred in lowland evergreen forest close to the international border with Laos. None of
the other hunters were familiar with this species, however.

2.2.3 Huong Son commune

Huong Son commune is bordered by Dakrong and Vinh Linh districts to the east, Huong Lap and
Hung Phung communes to the west, and Huong Linh commune to the south. Huong Son commune
supports the largest area of natural forest in Huong Hoa district, with a total natural forest area of
around 9,000 ha. The forest in Huong Son is contiguous and in a much better condition than that in
Huong Phung and Huong Lap communes. Difficult access and a lower population density have limited
the levels of logging and hunting in the commune's forest. However, many people visit the forest to
extract essential oil from Cinnamomum sp., most of whom come from other communes or districts.
Most of the forest in good condition is located in the east of the commune, while the south-west has
been partly converted into agricultural land and plantations of cash crops, such as coffee and pepper.
The forest in Huong Son commune has not been affected by the construction of National Highway No.
2, which bisects Huong Phung and Huong Lap communes.

Four villages were visited in Huong Son commune: Nguon Rao and Ho in the south; Cat in the north-
east; and Tria in the centre. A total of nine skilled hunters were interviewed, all of whom reported the
continued occurrence of Siamese Fireback and Silver Pheasant. Most of them were familiar with
Crested Argus, and one tail feather was seen in a house in Ho village. Although none of the hunters
were familiar with Edwards's Pheasant or Vietnamese Pheasant, one old hunter gave a description of a
pheasant that corresponded with that of Imperial Pheasant. However, after further investigation, the
survey team concluded that his description actually referred to Siamese Fireback. Three species of
hornbill were reported: Oriental Pied Hornbill, Great Hornbill and Brown Hornbill. Two captive
juvenile Brown Hornbills were seen in a hunter’s house in Nguon Rao village. The older hunters were
familiar with Green Peafowl but reported that it was extirpated from the area in around 1976.

Key species accounts

[Siamese Fireback Lophura diardi]
According to hunters' reports, Siamese Fireback is common in Huong Lap and Huong Son commune
but rare in Huong Phung commune. One male Siamese Fireback was reportedly trapped in Huong Son
commune in 1997, and kept in the house of Mr. Ho Vinh in Tria village until three months prior to the
survey, when it died. The species is endemic to mainland South-east Asia, and is listed in Threatened
Birds of Asia (BirdLife International 2001) as near threatened and in the Red Data Book of Vietnam
(Anon. 1992) as threatened.

Crested Argus Rheinardia ocellata
Two Crested Argus tail feathers were seen in the house of Mr Ho Huong in Xa Ly village, Huong Lap
commune, on 30 June 2002. On 3 July 2002, a single tail feather was seen in Mr Ho Dun's house in Ho
village, Huong Son commune. On 4 July 2002, two Crested Argus calls, believed to have been made by
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the same bird, were heard by the survey team in the forest between Nguon Rao and Tria villages. All
hunters interviewed were familiar with this species and affirmed that its population is quite large in the
area. In all parts of its Vietnamese range, Crested Argus is threatened by hunting and loss of habitat, as
a result of which, the population is declining and becoming increasingly fragmented. The species is
listed in Threatened Birds of Asia (BirdLife International 2001) as vulnerable, and in the Red Data
Book of Vietnam (Anon. 1992) as threatened.

[Great Hornbill Buceros bicornis]
All hunters interviewed in each commune affirmed the continued occurrence of Great Hornbill but
indicated that the population is quite small. Two months before the survey, hunters from Huong Lap
commune encountered some flocks in forests near the border with Laos. Each flock contained three or
four birds and was observed feeding in large fruiting trees. The range and population of Great Hornbill
in Vietnam are steadily decreasing as a result of habitat loss and hunting. The species is listed in
Threatened Birds of Asia (BirdLife International 2001) as near threatened, and in the Red Data Book of
Vietnam (Anon. 1992) as threatened.

Brown Hornbill Anorrhinus tickelli
On 3 July 2002, two captive juvenile Brown Hornbills were seen in the house of Mr. Ho Cong in
Nguon Rao village. According to him, the birds were caught in an area of forest near Tria village. The
birds were taken from a nest in the hole of a large tree, which contained three birds, although one later
died. According to hunters' reports, two flocks are occasionally encountered in forest in Huong Son
commune, and one flock is encountered in forest in Huong Lap commune. The results of the survey
indicate that the population of Brown Hornbill in Huong Hoa district is severely depressed and
fragmented as a result of unsustainably hunting and habitat loss. The species is listed in Threatened
Birds of Asia (BirdLife International 2001) as near threatened, and in the Red Data Book of Vietnam
(Anon. 1992) as threatened.

Key species not recorded

Annam Partridge Arborophila merlini
In June 2002, a specimen of Annam Partridge was collected in a forest area in Le Thuy district, Quang
Binh province, which is contiguous with Huong Lap commune, Huong Hoa district (Le Manh Hung et
al. 2002). Consequently, it is likely that the species also occurs in forest areas in the north of Huong
Lap commune. However, due to the constraints on the rapid field survey, it was not possible to assess
the species' status in these areas. The global range of Annam Partridge is restricted to the Annamese
Lowlands Endemic Bird Area (EBA).

Imperial Pheasant Lophura imperialis
On 3 July 2002, during an interview with the survey team, Mr. Ho Tu, an old hunter from Nguon Rao
village, Huong Son village gave a description of a pheasant species that corresponded closely with that
of Imperial Pheasant. He described the bird as having a green body, a short, green tail, a red face, and a
green crest (in Vietnamese, the word for green and blue is the same). However, when shown the colour
plate from A Field Guide to the Birds of Thailand and South-East Asia (Robson 2000), he selected the
picture of Siamese Fireback as most closely resembling the species he was describing. Therefore, the
survey team concluded that his reports probably referred to the latter species. Imperial Pheasant is
listed in Threatened Birds of Asia as data deficient (BirdLife International 2001).

Edwards’s Pheasant Lophura edwardsi
During 1996, specimens of Edwards’s Pheasant were collected in neighbouring Dakrong district, in an
area that is now Dakrong proposed nature reserve. During the rapid field survey, however, no
information related to this species was obtained: the hunters interviewed reported that they had never
encountered the species. The global range of this species is restricted to the Annamese Lowlands EBA.
In recent decades, the range and population of this species are believed to have declined as a result of
hunting and habitat loss. The species is listed in both Threatened Birds of Asia (BirdLife International
2001) and the Red Data Book of Vietnam (Anon. 1992) as endangered.
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Vietnamese Pheasant Lophura hatinhensis
As with Edwards’s Pheasant, no information concerning Vietnamese Pheasant was collected during the
rapid field survey: all hunters interviewed were unfamiliar with the species, and some insisted that it
had never occurred in the area. Like Edwards's Pheasant, Vietnamese Pheasant is under severe threat
from habitat loss and fragmentation, and hunting pressure. The species is listed in Threatened Birds of
Asia (BirdLife International 2001) as endangered, and in the Red Data Book of Vietnam (Anon. 1992)
as endangered.

Red-collared Woodpecker Picus rabieri
The focus on interviews during the rapid field survey meant that the survey team spent only a limited
amount of time surveying in the forest. This fact probably explains why the team failed to record Red-
collared Woodpecker, which was observed in a contiguous forest area in Le Thuy district, Quang Binh
province during June 2002 (Le Manh Hung et al. 2002). Both Huong Lap and Huong Son communes
support significant areas of suitable habitat for this species. The species is listed in Threatened Birds of
Asia (BirdLife International 2001) as near threatened, and in the Red Data Book of Vietnam (Anon.
1992) as threatened.

Lesser Fish Eagle Ichthyophaga humilis
The focus on interviews and the short amount of time spent surveying natural habitats explain the lack
of field records of raptors during the rapid field survey. However, during June 2002, a single Lesser
Fish Eagle was observed in a contiguous forest area in Le Thuy district, Quang Binh province (Le
Manh Hung et al. 2002). Given that suitable habitat for this species also exists in northern Huong Lap
commune, it is possible that the species also occurs in Huong Hoa district. Lesser Fish Eagle is listed
in Threatened Birds of Asia (BirdLife International 2001) as near threatened.

Short-tailed Scimitar Babbler Jabouilleia danjoui
As with the above two species, the constraints on the rapid field survey largely explain the failure to
record this species. During June 2002, the species was observed in a contiguous forest area in Le Thuy
district, Quang Binh province (Le Manh Hung et al. 2002). According to Robson (2000), the species
occurs in broadleaf evergreen forest and secondary forest, at elevations between 50 and 1,200 m asl;
habitats that are present in the north of Huong Lap commune. Therefore, it is likely that the species
also occurs in Huong Hoa district. The species is listed in Threatened Birds of Asia (BirdLife
International 2001) as near threatened, and in the Red Data Book of Vietnam (Anon. 1992) as
threatened.

2.3 Conclusions

The results of the rapid field survey indicate that bird populations in Huong Hoa district have declined
significantly in recent decades as a result of habitat fragmentation and loss, and, in some cases,
hunting. Some key species, including Green Peafowl, appear to have already been extirpated from the
district. Other key species, notably Great Hornbill and Brown Hornbill, appear to have declined
significantly and may soon follow Green Peafowl into local extinction, if effective conservation
measures are not rapidly put into place.

Huong Hoa district does, however, still support significant populations of a number of key bird species.
Based on the results of the rapid field survey, the most important area for bird conservation in the
district is the north of Huong Lap commune. This area supports part of a large, contiguous block of
lowland evergreen forest, which stretches north into Quang Binh province and west into Laos. Based
on the results of previous field surveys, it is known that this forest block supports an avifauna
characteristic of the Annamese Lowlands EBA, including a number of key species (Walston and
Vinton 1999, Le Manh Hung et al. 2002). While further survey work is still required to clarify the
status of a number of key species not recorded in the area to date, the results of the rapid field survey
indicate that, together with contiguous forest areas in Quang Binh province, northern Huong Lap
commune qualifies for inclusion within an Important Bird Area (IBA), because it meets the following
criteria:
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Criterion A1: The site regularly holds significant numbers of a globally threatened species, or
other species of global conservation concern.

The results of the rapid field survey indicate that forest areas in the north of Huong Lap commune
support significant populations of the globally vulnerable Crested Argus and the globally near-
threatened Siamese Fireback. In addition, the globally near-threatened Brown Hornbill and Great
Hornbill are also reported to occur in small numbers.

Criterion A2: The site is known or thought to hold a significant component of a group of species
whose breeding distributions define an EBA or secondary EBA.

Forest areas in the north of Huong Lap commune are known to support one of the nine restricted-range
species whose ranges define the Annamese Lowlands EBA: Crested Argus. Based on the results of the
rapid field survey, the population of this species is believed to be significant, particularly as it  is also
known to occur in significant numbers in contiguous forest areas in Quang Binh province (Le Manh
Hung et al. 2002). The north of Huong Lap commune supports suitable habitat for several other
restricted-range species that are found in the Annamese Lowlands EBA, including Annam Partridge
and Short-tailed Scimitar Babbler. To date, however, none of these species has been confirmed to
occur.
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3. Mammals

3.1 Methods

Due to time constraints and inclement weather, the survey team concentrated mainly on conducting
interviews, with a focus on assessing the status of endemic and globally threatened mammal species in
Huong Hoa district. To this end, the following investigative method was applied:

• collecting information from staff based at forest guard stations, FPD offices, border army stations,
communes and villages;

• conducting interviews with skilled hunters, old people and wildlife traders, supported by
identification of remains or captive individuals;

• conducting field surveys to assess the condition and extent of natural habitats, search for feeding
signs and footprints, and listen for mammal calls.

Three main survey routes were followed: from Huong Phung commune centre to Ma Lai village; along
the route of National Highway No. 2 in Huong Lap commune; and between Nguon Rao and Cat
villages, Huong Son commune.

List of interviewees

1. Mr Ho Hung, Chenh Venh village, Huong Phung commune
2. Mr Ho Van Xang, Ma Lai village, Huong Phung commune
3. Mr Ho Tien, Ma Lai village, Huong Phung commune
4. Mr Ho Lien, Ma Lai village, Huong Phung commune
5. Mr Ho Cong, Khe Cuoi village, Huong Lap commune
6. Mr Ho Huong, Xa Li village, Huong Lap commune
7. Mr Ho Hoan, Xa Dung village, Huong Lap commune
8. Mr Ho Nam, Ho village, Huong Son commune
9. Mr Ho Duc, Nguon Rao village, Huong Son commune
10. Mr Ho Tu, Nguon Rao village, Huong Son commune
11. Mr Ho Cu, Cat village, Huong Son commune

3.2 Results

Due to inclement weather and difficult access, the survey team was only able to spend short periods
surveying in forest areas. Consequently, the majority of the results were obtained from interviews with
hunters and government staff in the area. Interviews focussed on the following endemic and globally
threatened species: Saola Pseudoryx nghetinhensis, Annamite Striped Rabbit Nesolagus timminsi,
Giant Muntjac Megamuntiacus vuquangensis, gibbons Nomascus spp., douc langurs Pygathrix spp.,
Tiger Panthera tigris and bears Ursus spp. Unexpectedly, relatively little information could be
collected on these species.

According to local people who had lived in the area for a long time, prior to the 1980s, Huong Hoa
district, together with Le Thuy district in Quang Binh province, supported a large block of lowland
evergreen forest, with a rich mammal fauna, which had recovered following the Second Indochina
War. At this time, large mammals, such as Gaur Bos gaurus, Banteng B. banteng, Tiger Panthera
tigris, bears Ursus spp. and Sambar Cervus unicolor, were common in the area. However, as a result of
extensive habitat loss and uncontrolled hunting, exacerbated in recent years by the construction of
National Highway No. 2, Tiger and wild cattle have become extinct in the area, while Sambar and
bears are now rare. Only Wild Pig Sus scrofa, Southern Serow Naemorhedus sumatrensis and Indian
Muntjac Muntiacus muntjack are still considered by hunters to be common.

Key species accounts

[Rabbit species]
Most of the interviewees reported the occurrence of a rabbit species. Following the descriptions given,
it is probable that these reports refer to Annamite Striped Rabbit Nesolagus timminsi. However, very
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few interviewees reported having encountered this species recently, and most of the reports were quite
old. On the basis of these reports, the survey team concluded that forest areas bordering Quang Binh
province may still support a significant population of this species, while, in the rest of Huong Hoa
district, the species is either very rare or already locally extinct.

[Saola Pseudoryx nghetinhensis]
Most interviewees were familiar with Saola (called la giang in the language of the Van Kieu ethnic
minority) and gave accurate descriptions. However, only two interviewees claimed to know of areas
where the species still occurred. One of these areas was the Dan Chu slope in Huong Lap commune,
while the other one was the forest near Cat village, Huong Son commune. One Saola skull was
observed in Cat village but this reportedly belonged to an animal killed 20 years previously.

[Gibbon species Nomascus sp.]
All interviewees reported the continued presence of a gibbon species, and gave accurate description of
both the calls and the pelage features. Males were described as having black fur while females were
described as having yellow fur. Based on the known distribution of gibbons in Vietnam, these reports
are presumed to refer to White-cheeked Crested Gibbon Nomascus leucogenys. All interviewees
reported that gibbons only occurred in pairs scattered throughout the district. Only the forest near Cat
village was reported to support two groups.

[Douc langur species Pygathrix sp.]
All interviewees reported the continued presence of a douc langur species. Based on their descriptions
and the known distributions of douc langurs, these reports are presumed to refer to Red-shanked Douc
Langur Pygathrix nemaeus. All interviewees reported that douc langurs are very rare and only occur in
small groups.

3.3 Conclusions

The natural forest in Huong Hoa district has been reduced in extent and fragmented as a result of
several factors, including the effects of the Second Indochina War and the over-exploitation of natural
resources by local people. The results of the rapid field survey indicate that the remaining areas of
natural forest in the district may support small, fragmented populations of several mammal species of
conservation concern, including Saola, Annamite Striped Rabbit, White-cheeked Crested Gibbon and
Red-shanked Douc Langur. However, as a result of continued, high hunting pressure, coupled with the
effects of National Highway No. 2, these remnant populations may continue to decline and some may
soon become locally extinct. On the other hand, if action is taken to control hunting and prevent any
further disturbance to and loss of forest habitats, the populations of many key mammal species may
recover over the next 10 to 15 years.
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4. Recommendations

1. Further field surveys should be conducted in the dry season, in order to allow more detailed
surveys of forest areas. These surveys should concentrate on forest areas in Huong Lap and Huong
Son communes, which are still in good condition, and which may support populations of a number
of key species not confirmed to occur in the district to date, including Annam Partridge, Short-
tailed Scimitar Babbler, Lesser Fish Eagle, Saola, Annamite Striped Rabbit, White-cheeked
Crested Gibbon and Red-shanked Douc Langur.

2. In the short term, conservation measures should be implemented to control hunting, particularly of
mammals and large and medium-sized birds, such as pheasants, hornbills and pigeons. Such
measures might include conducting conservation awareness activities, enforcing forest
management regulations, signing stewardship agreements with local communities, and
incorporating selective hunting restrictions into forest protection contracts.

3. In the longer term, habitat fragmentation and loss are the biggest threats to bird conservation in
Huong Hoa district. These threats are particularly significant for species restricted to lowland
evergreen forest, as this habitat type is being lost at the highest rate, and most remaining areas are
already degraded.

4. At present, the highest priority is to prevent any further human settlement into areas of high
biodiversity value, especially forest areas along National Highway No. 2. If appropriate, a
management board should be established to manage the remaining areas of natural forest in the
north of the district, along the border with Quang Binh province. It is these forest areas that have
the highest conservation significance as they support populations of a number of key species and
form part of one of the largest remaining blocks of lowland evergreen forest in the Annamese
lowlands. In addition, they play an important role in protection of the watershed of the Ben Hai
river.

5. The area around the Ca Loc pass in Huong Lap commune has a unique climate and a beautiful
landscape, and supports a significant area of forest. Consequently, this area has potential for eco-
tourism development. However, due to its small area and on-going threats, this area is threatened
with habitat degradation and loss.
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