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Loi cam on

Béo cdo nay 1a mot phan két qua cua du an Cdi thién Cong tdc Quy hoach Bdo ton thong qua Tdng
cuong Ndng luc, Thé' ché tai Campuchia, Lao va Viét Nam do Danida tai trg. Nhan dip ndy Chuong
trinh BirdLife Quoc t€ tai Viét Nam, Vién Sinh thai va Tai nguyén Sinh vat xin bay t6 long cam on sau
séc t6i Danida va Dai st quan Hoang gia Dan Mach tai Ha noi da tai trg kinh phi cho du 4n.

Ching toi xin chan thanh cdm on cdc cdn bo, nhan vién ctia Chi cuc Kiém Lam Quéng Tri, Hat Kiém
Lam huyén Huéng Hoéa, Tram Kiém lam Huéng Tan, UBND cdc xa Huéng Lap, Huéng Phung va
Hudng Son, huyén Hudng Héa, cac don bién phong s6 605 va 609 da tan tinh giip d& ching toi trong
thoi gian cong tac tai thuc dia.

Cuoi cung, chiing t6i xin cam on GS. TSKH Vii Quang Con - Vién truong, TS Lé Xuan Canh - Vién

phd, TS Nguyén Cur - Vién Sinh thdi va Tai nguyén Sinh vat da tao moi diéu kién thuan lgi gép phan
vao thanh cong ctia dot khao sit.
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Lé Manh Hung, Pham Diic Tién, Nguyén Piic Tii va Cao Pdng Viét (2002): Phdn 1 - Tiéng Viét
1. Gi6i thiéu

Béo cdo nay 1a két qua diéu tra nhanh da dang sinh hoc tai khu vuc huyén Huéng Héa, tinh Quéang Tri
do Chuong trinh BirdLife Qudc t€ tai Viét Nam, Vién Sinh thai va Tai nguyén Sinh vat thuc hién trong
khuon khé du 4n Cdi thién Cong tdc Quy hoach Bdo ton thong qua Téng cuong Néing luc, Thé ché tai
Campuchia, Lao va Viét Nam dugc tai tro boi Danida. Dot khao sit nhanh dugc tién hanh véi su két
hop ctia Chi cuc Kiém lam tinh Quang Tri.

1.1 Muc dich ciia chuyén diéu tra

Muc dich ctia chuyén diéu tra nay 1a nham danh gia liéu khu vuc rimg phia bac huyén Huéng Héa c6
dl ddp dng cdc tiéu chi dé trd thanh mot ving Chim quan trong (IBA) hay khong. IBA 1a céc ving
duoc danh gid c6 tdm quan trong Qudc t€ doi vé6i cong tic bao ton cdc loai chim néu thoa mén céc tiéu
chi da duogc cong dong Qudc t€ dé ra. Trén thuc t€, cac IBA khong chi quan trong doi véi cdc loai chim
ma day ciing 1a noi rat quan trong ddi véi sy séng con cua nhiéu nhém dong thuc vat khdc.

Muc tiéu cu thé ctia chuyén diéu tra nay la:

* Thu thap thong tin vé tinh trang va phan bo cta cdc loai chim tai huyén Huéng Hoa, dac biét la
thong tin vé cédc loai dang bi de doa tuyét chling trén toan ciu va céc loai ¢ viing phan b hep.

* Thu thap dit liéu vé tinh trang va phan bd clia cac loai thi tai khu vuc huyén Huéng Hoéa, dic biét
1a cac loai dang bi de doa va dac hitu.

1.2 Pia diém nghién ciru

Khu vuc nghién citu bao gém cic xa Hudng Phiung (16°45'N 106°35'E), Huéng Lap (16°53'N
106°34'E) va Hudéng Son (16°46'N 106°40'E), huyén Huéng Hoéa, tinh Quang Tri. Hai ngay dugc danh
dé diéu tra tai céc thon ctia xi Huéng Phiing ndm & phia tdy nam clia huyén Huéng Héa. Hai ngay diéu
tra tai xa Huéng Lap, tay bac huyén Huéng Hoa, ca hai xa Huéng Phung va Huéng Lap déu c¢6 ranh
gidi phia tay 12 bién gidi Viét-Lao. Bon ngdy duoc danh dé diéu tra tai xi Huéng Son & phia dong clia
huyén Huéng Hoa.

1.3 Lich trinh diéu tra

27/06/2002 Pén thi xa Pong Ha va 1am viéc véi Chi cuc Kiém 1am Quang Tri
28/06/2002 Di chuyén dén huyén Huéng Héa

29-30/06/2002  Diéu tra tai xa Huéng Phiing

1-2/07/2002 Diéu tra tai xa Huéng Lap

3-6/07/2002 Diéu tra tai xa Huéng Son

7/07/2002 Di chuyén vé tri tran Khe Sanh, 1am viéc v6i Hat Kiém lam Huéng Héa
8/07/2002 Di chuyén vé thi xa Dong Ha va lam viéc véi Chi cuc Kiém lam Quang Tri

9/07/2002 Quay vé Ha Noi
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2. Khu hé chim

2.1 Phuong phap

Do muc tiéu dau tién duoc dat ra cho chuyén diéu tra nay 1a thu thap thong tin vé mot s6 loai chim bi
de doa, phuong phéap chinh dugc st dung la ti€n hanh hang loat cac cudc phong van véi nguoi dan va
céan bo dia phuong. Tir 8h00 dén 16h00 hang ngay, nhém ti€n hanh diéu tra tai cdc thon budn, tim
ki€m céc tho san c6 kinh nghiém, nhitng ngudi c6 vé biét nhiéu vé cac loai hoang da & trong ving va
ti€n hanh phong van. Khi két thdc phong vén, tranh anh va sach c¢6 minh hoa duoc sit dung dé hé trg
cho viéc xé4c dinh loai. Tién hanh tim ki€ém nhitng phan con lai ctia co thé chim tai nha thg san (long,
chan, dau, da v.v...) dé khing dinh thém vé su hién dién clia cdc loai chim trong ving.

Ngoai ra, hang ngay, cdc loai chim dugc khao sat bang phuong phdp quan sdt hay dinh loai qua tiéng
kéu; viéc quan sat duoc tién hanh lién tuc tir 06h00 dén 08h00 siang va 16h00 dén 18h00 chiéu. Do
muc tiéu dac biét ctia chuyén khao sat va diéu kién thoi tiét khic nghiét trong chuyén diéu tra, thoi
gian danh dé diéu tra trong rimg khong du dé xay dung mot danh luc loai va phan tich thanh phan loai
ctia khu hé chim & khu vuc huyén Huéng Héa.

2.2 Két qua
2.2.1 Xa Huéng Phimg.

X3 Hu6ng Phiung (16°45'N 106°35'E) ndm ¢ phia tdy huyén Huéng Hoa, cach thi tran Khe Sanh
khoang 30km vé phia bac. Huéng Phiing ti€p gidp v6i xa Hudng Linh vé phia nam va xa Hudng Lap vé
phia bic, ti€p gidp v6i bién gidi Viét - Lao vé phia tay va véi xa Huéng Son vé phia dong. Ring tu
nhién & khu vuc nay hau nhu khong con va da bi thay thé€ bdi trang co va dét trong, chi con mot vai
vlng rimg nho rai rac, hdu hét 1a ring thi sinh da bi tdc dong nang né. Nguyén nhan dan dén tinh trang
nay tai Huéng Phuing 12 do hau qua nang né cua chién tranh va sau dé 12 mot thoi gian dai khai thac va
stt dung qua mitc clia ngudi dan, nhiéu dién tich rimg da bi pha huy hoac chuyén déi thanh dat canh tac
nong nghiép. Gan day, viéc xay dung duong H6 Chi Minh qua day cang thic ddy thém viéc mat cic
dién tich riing con lai cta khu vuc.

C6 hai thon ctia xa Hudng Phiing dugc ti€én hanh diéu tra 1a thon Chénh Vénh & phia bac va thon Ma
Lai 0 phia tay. Sau thg san kinh nghiém da duoc phong véan, tuy nhién, thong tin thu duoc khong nhiéu
va ¢6 vé tuong d6i cii ¢6 18 1a do x4 con qua it dién tich rimg. C4c tho sin déu c6 thé mo ta chinh xdc
hinh ddng va mau sic cua nhiéu loai tri nhu Ga 16i hong tia Lophura diardi, Ga 10i trang Lophura
nycthemera va Tri sao Rheinardia ocellata. Khong c6 thong tin nao vé su ¢6 mat cia Ga 16i lam mao
den Lophura imperialis, Ga 16i lam mao trang Lophura edwardsi va Ga 106i lam duoi trang Lophura
hatinhensis. Ngudi dan dia phuong ciing khing dinh ring Cong Pavo munticus hoan toan khong con
thdy & ving nay tir nam 1965. Ciing theo thong tin tir cic thg san, C6 ba loai niéc dugc ghi nhan cho
viing 12 Cao cdt bung trang Anthracoceros albirostris, Hong hoang Buceros bicornis va Niéc nau
Anorrhinus tickelli, tat ca cac tho san dugc phong van déu biét kha r6 vé hai loai ddu tién nhung chi ¢
hai nguoi biét vé loai thi ba.

2.2.2 Xa Huéng Lap

Xa Hudng Lap (16°53'N 106°34'E) nam & phia tay bac ctia huyén Huéng Hoéa, cach thi tran Khe Sanh
60km. Huéng Lap tiép gidp v6i Huéng Phiing vé phia Nam, v6i huyén Lé Thuy, tinh Quang Binh vé
phia bc, tiép gidp v6i xa Hudng Son vé phia dong va vdi bién gidi Viet - Lao vé phia tay. Xa Hudng
Lap 1a noi rat da dang vé sinh canh rimng bao géom rimg thudng xanh dét thap & phia bac, ring thudng
xanh trén nii thdp va ring tric ¢ phia nam. Dién tich rimg & phia bac xa Huéng Lap lién tuc véi ring &
x4 Kim Thuy, huyén Lé Thay, tinh Quang Binh hinh thanh mot ving rong 16n cla ki€u rimg thudng
xanh dat thap, kiéu sinh canh c6 cdc gid tri bdo ton da dang sinh hoc cao nht cho toan dién tich xa.
Bén canh d6, mot day ndi dd voi chay doc theo bién giGi Viét - Lao noi véi deéo Ca Loc vé phia béc.
Xung quanh déo Ca Loc (16°48'N 106°35'E) luon cé nhiét do khong khi thdp va may mu che phu
quanh nam. Céc sinh canh rimg & day gébm c6 rimg thudong xanh trén ndi thap (tir 900 dén 1200m) va
rung tric (tir 600 dén 800m).
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C6 ba thon duoc khao sat tai xa Huéng Lap bao gébm cdc thon Khe Cui, Xa Ly va Xa Dung. D3 tién
hanh phong van bay thg san. Két qua phong van cho thay stic ép sian bian & khu vuc nay khd cao, Lon
ring, Hodng thudng xuyén bi sin, ngudi dan thong tin vé mot con Nai méi bi bat khoang hai thdng
trude, cac loai tri va cdc loai chim 16n khac ciing 1a d6i tugng cta thg san, rat nhiéu ngudi dan vao ring
tim sat vun con lai tir thoi chién tranh chéng My dé ban cho dan thu mua.

Khong ai trong s6 thg san biét vé Ga 16i lam mao den, Ga 16i lam mao trang va Ga 16i lam duoi trang,
mot s6 tham tri con nham 14n gitta Ga 16i trang va Ga 16i lam mao trang. Sdu ngudi duoc phong van dé
cap dén su ton tai ctia Ga 16i hong tia, tat ca moi nguoi trong cac thon déu da gip va nghe ti€éng kéu
ctia Tri sao va khang dinh su ton tai clia lodi nay trong viing. Theo nhitng thong tin phan hoi ctia ho thi
c6 1€ quan thé Tri sao trong ving ndy tuong doi 16n, ngudi dan thudng xuyén gap ciing nhu san dugc
loai nay. Hai chiéc 16ng duoi Tri sao dugc thu thap tai thon Xa Ly, ngudi cht néi rang con chim do bi
bat thang Tam 2001. Ciing c6 ba loai niéc dugc ghi nhan qua phong van 1a Cao cét bung trang, Hong
hoang va Niéc nau; tat ca moi ngudi dugc phong van déu biét hai loai dau, trong khi chi ¢c6 nam nguoi
biét vé loai thit ba, mot ngudi trong s6 d6 khing dinh da bat dugc mot con niéc nau va nuoi trong 16ng
duoc hai thang trude khi né chét. Rat dac biét, mot trong nhitng nguoi dugc phéng vin da mo ta kha
chinh x4c loai Niéc c6 hung Aceros nipalensis, con chim ndy dugc mo ta 12 ¢6 mau hung & bung va cé,
mo khong ¢6 mil, duoi mau den trang va c¢6 kich thuée tuong tu Hong hoang. Con chim dé dugc quan
sat & ving rimg thuong xanh trén dédt thap ¢ gan bién gidi quoc t€ Viét - Lao. Tuy nhién, khong ai
trong s thg sdn con lai biét vé loai nay.

2.2.2 Xa Huéng Son

Xa Huéng Son (16°46'N 106°40'E) 1a xa ¢6 do che pha ring 16n nhét ctia huyén Huéng Hoa véi téng
dién tich rimg tu nhién vao khoang 9000ha. Huéng Son ti€p gidp véi cdc huyén Dac Krong va Vinh
Linh vé phia dong, véi cac xa Huéng Lap va Huéng Phung vé phia tay va véi xa Huéng Linh vé phia
nam. Ring tai Huéng Son tuong ddi tap trung va dang & tinh trang t6t hon nhi€u so véi tai Huéng
Phung va Huéng Lap. Puong giao thong di lai khé khan va mat do dan cu thap da gitdp bao vé cac
viing ring cua Huéng Son khoi cdc hoat dong khai thdc gb va sian ban. Tuy nhién, ¢6 rit nhiéu ngudi
1én vao ring dé khai thdc va ché bién dau re vang Cinnamomum sp., phan 16n la dan dén tir cdc xa hoac
céc huyén khac. Hau hét cdc dién tich rimg tot nhat clia xa tap trung vé phia dong. Phan dién tich phia
tay nam da timg phan bi cai tao thanh dét canh tic nong nghiép hoac trong cay cong nghiép nhu ho
tiéu, ca phé v.v... Céc dién tich rimg tai xd& Huéng Son khong phai chiu anh hudng nhiéu tir viéc xay
dung dudng H6 Chi Minh, con duong dang xé doi cdac xa Huéng Phiing va Huéng Lap.

C6 bon thon da dugc diéu tra 1a Nguén Rao va thon H6 & phia nam, lang Cat & phia bic va thon Tria &
trung tam xa Hudng Son, trong mua mua, tit ca cdc thon nay déu chi ¢ thé dén bing céch di bo. Theo
thong tin phan hai tir 9 tho san kinh nghiém duogc phong vian déu khiang dinh su phan bo clia cic loai
Ga 10i hong tia va Ga 16i trang, khong c6 ai dé cap dén Gai 16i lam mao trang hodc Ga 16i lam duoi
trang, chi c6 mot thg san gia dé cap dén Ga 16i lam mao den. Phin 16n moi ngudi dan déu biét va phan
ting tic thi véi anh Tri sao, mot chiéc 1ong duodi Tri sao dugc thu thap trong nha dan tai buon HS. C6 ba
loai niéc duoc ghi nhan 1a Cao cét bung traing, Hong hoang va Niéc nau, hai con Niéc nau non dugc
phét hién dang bi nu6i nhot tai nha mot thg san & buon Nguon Rao. Cac thg san gia cling c¢6 néi dén
Cong, tuy nhién, theo ho thi loai chim nay da khong con tén tai trong vang ké tir nam 1976.

Cdc loai quan trong ghi nhdn

[Ga 16i hong tia Lophura diardi]

Theo thong tin tir cc tho sin, Ga 16i hong tia con tuong d6i phé bién tai cdc viing rimg & cdc xa Huéng
Lap va Hudng Son, trong khi rat hiém & Huéng Phiung. Tét ca nhitng ngudi dugc phong van déu mo ta
chinh xac loai chim nay. Dic biét, mot con Ga 16i hong tia trong da bi bat va dugc nudi tai nha ong Ho
Vinh tai xa Huéng Son, con nay bi bdy & ring gan thon Tria tr nam 1997 va méi chét khoang ba thang
trude chuyén diéu tra nay. Loai chim dic hitu Dong Nam A nay duoc liét ké trong Cdc loai chim bi de
doa & Chau A (BirdLife International 2001) & mdc Gén bi de doa (NT) va duoc liét ké trong Sdch dé
Viét Nam (Anon. 1992) & muic Bi de doa (T).
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Tri sao Rheinardia ocellata

Hai chiéc long dudi ctia Tri sao da dugc thu thap tai nha ong H6 Huong thon Xa Ly, xa Hudng Lap vao
ngay 30/06/2002. Ngay 03/07/2002, ching toi tim thém dugc mot chiéc 16ng duoi tai nha ong H6 Dun
buon Ho, xa Hudng Son. Dic biét, trong ngay tiép theo, ching toi da nghe dugc hai ti€ng kéu ctia mot
con Tri sao tai viing rimg gitta Nguon Rao va thon Tria, xa Huéng Son. Tiéng kéu cha ca thé nay rat to
va kéo dai, khong thé nham 14n véi loai nao khéc. Tt ca cdc thg san dugc phong van déu khing dinh
su ton lai clia loai ndy trong ving va cho ring quén thé ctia ching con tuong doi 16n. Trong thoi gian
gan day, Tri sao dang bi de doa do stic ép san ban dé lam chim cénh va viéc mit cdc sinh canh song
phit hop, diéu d6 dan dén quin thé va ving phan bo clia lodi dang dan dan ting budc bi thu hep. Loai
chim bi de doa toan cAu ndy dugc liét ké trong Cdc lodi chim bi de doa ¢ Chdu A (BirdLife
International 2001) & mic Sip nguy cap (VU) va duoc liét ké trong Sdch dé Viét Nam (Anon. 1992) &
mtic Bi de doa (T).

[Hong hoang Buceros birconis]

Tit ca céc thg san dugc phdng van tai cdc xa Huéng Lap, Huéng Phung va Huéng Son déu khang dinh
vé su hién dién ctia Hong hoang trong viing, tuy nhién, quin thé clia loai nay tai day c6 vé tuong doi
nho, mot vai dan da duoc cdc tho san quan sit tai ving ring Huéng Lap gan bién gidi Viét - Lao
khoang hai thang tru6c. Pay 1a cdc dan tir 3 dén 4 c4 thé ki€m an trén cdc cay to ¢6 qua. Ving phan bo
va s6 lugng quin thé cia Hong hoang dang tiing budc suy gidm do mét rimg va stc €p san ban. Loai
chim bi de doa toan cAu ndy dugc liét ké trong Cdc lodi chim bi de doa ¢ Chdau A (BirdLife
International 2001) & mitc Gan bi de doa (NT) va duogc liét ké trong Sdch do Viét Nam (Anon. 1992) &
mtc Bi de doa (T).

Niéc nau Anorrhinus tickelli

Ngay 03/07/2002, da quan sat dugc hai con Niéc nau non tai nha ong H6 Cong thon Nguon Rao. Theo
chii nha, hai con chim nay bi bat & khu rimg gin thon Tria, t6 chim 1Am trong héc mot than cay to ¢6
ba con non nhung mot con da chét. Theo cac tho san, thi thoang ho quan sat duoc hai dan Niéc nau,
mot tai ving ring Huéng Son va dan kia tai ving rimg Huéng Lap. Hién tai, quin thé clia loai Niéc
nau dang bi suy giam manh c6 sinh canh bi phd v& va siic ép sin ban. Loai chim bi de doa toan cdu nay
duoc liét ké trong Cdc loai chim bi de doa ¢ Chdu A (BirdLife International 2001) & mitc Gén bi de
doa (NT) va duoc liét ké trong Sdch dé Viét Nam (Anon. 1992) & muc Bi de doa (T).

Loai quan trong chua ghi nhdn

Ga so Trung Bo Arborophila merlini

Ga so Trung bo 1a mot loai dac hitu cua Ving Chim Dac hitu (EBA) dat thap Trung bo. Trude day cé
rdt it ghi nhan vé loai nay & trong viing, ghi nhan gan day nhat vé loai nay la vao thang 06/2002 tai
huyén Lé Thuy, tinh Quang Binh (Lé Manh Huing ef al. 2002) v6i moét tiéu ban duoc thu mau & vung
rimg lién tuc sang dién tich rimg clia xa Huéng Lap, huyén Huéng Héa. Do diéu kién thoi tiét, nhém
diéu tra da khong thé kiém tra chinh x4c tinh trang clia loai nay tai khu vuc. Ga so Trung Bo 12 loai dic
hitu ctia Vung Chim Dac hitu Dat thap Trung Bo.

Ga 16i lam mao den Lophura imperialis

Ngay 03/07/2002, trong cudc phong van véi ong H6 Tu & thon Nguon Rao, mot s6 thong tin vé Ga 16i
lam mao den da duoc thu thap. Theo ong Tu, loai chim ndy dugc mo ta véi than mau xanh, dudi ngén
va cling ¢c6 mau xanh, mat d6 va mao mau xanh, tuy nhién, khi chi cho 6ng xem hinh v& trong tai liéu
Robson (2000), 6ng ta da chi hinh Ga 16i hong tia 1a loai gn gidng véi loai nay nhat dugc minh hoa
trong sach. Loai chim nay 14n dau tién dugc ghi nhan va mo ta vao nam 1924 nhung dén nay, chi c6 rat
it thong tin kho kiém ching vé loai nay dugc ghi nhan, do d6, Ga 16i lam mao den dugc liét ké trong
Cdc loai chim bi de doa & Chdu A (BirdLife International 2001) & mitc Chua dd thong tin (D).

Ga 16i lam mao tring Lophura edwardsi

Trong qua trinh diéu tra thuc dia, khong c6 thong tin nao lién quan dén Ga 16i lam mao trang dugc ghi
nhan, tham tri nhiéu thg san con khing dinh chua ting bao gid nhin thay loai ndy. Mac du c6 bon c4
thé da bi bat nam 1996 (hai tai Khu Béo ton Thién nhién Phong Dién, tinh Thira Thién Hu€ va hai tai
Khu Bao ton Thién nhién Déc Krong, tinh Quéang Tri) nhung quin thé cia Ga 16i lam mao trang con
rat nho. Loai chim dac hitu ¢c6 viing phan bd hep nay da phai chiu dung su xudng cap sinh canh mot
céch niang né do hau qua chién tranh va hién nay dang phai chiu sic ép sin ban tir ngudi dan dia
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phuong. Loai chim bi de doa toan cau nay dugc liét ké trong Cdc loai chim bi de doa ¢ Chdu A
(BirdLife International 2001) & mitc Nguy cap (E) va dugc liét ké trong Sdch do Viét Nam (Anon.
1992) cling & mic Nguy cap (E).

Ga 16i lam duéi trang Lophura hatinhensis

Ciing nhu Ga 16i lam mao trang, khong c6 thong tin ndo vé Ga 16i lam duoi trang dugc thu thap trong
qud trinh diéu tra, tho san to ra kh4 la 1dm doi véi loai ga 16i nay, mot s6 da khang dinh chua bao gid
nhin thay loai nay trong viing. Nhitng ghi nhan méi nhét vé loai nay 1a & Khu Bao ton Thién nhién Ké
G6, tinh Ha Tinh va ving Khe Nét & phia bac tinh Quang Binh tir nam 1994. Ga 16i lam duoi trang
dang bi de doa nang né do mat sinh canh hodc sinh canh bi chia cat, siic ép sin ban ciing 1a nguyén
nhan lam tang thém tinh trang nguy cép cua loai. Loai chim bi de doa toan cau nay dugc liét ké trong
Cdc loai chim bi de doa ¢ Chdau A (BirdLife International 2001) & mitc Nguy cép (E) va duoc liét ke
trong Sdch do Viét Nam (Anon. 1992) cling & muc Nguy cap (E).

Go kién dau do Picus rabieri

Do trong chuyén khao sét, doan diéu tra chu yéu tap trung vao viéc phong van dan, thoi gian khao sat
thuc t€ trong rimg khong nhiéu, d6 c6 1& 1a 1y do tai sao chua c¢6 ghi nhan nao vé G kién dau do. Cic
khu rimg tai Huéng Lap va Hudng Son c¢6 cac sinh canh song rat phut hgp véi loai nay. Hon nita, gan
day loai nay da dugc ghi nhan tai huyén Lé Thuy, tinh Quang Binh (Lé Manh Huing ef al. 2002). Loai
chim bj de doa toan cdu ndy dugc liét ké trong Cdc lodi chim bi de doa ¢ Chdu A (BirdLife
International 2001) & miic Gan bi de doa (NT) va duoc liét ké trong Sdch do Viét Nam (Anon. 1992) &
mtc Bi de doa (T).

Diéu ca bé Ichthyophaga humilis

Trong sudt chuyén diéu tra thuc dia tai Huéng Héa, khong chi Diéu ca bé khong c¢6 ghi nhan ma nhém
diéu tra khong gap bét ¢t mot loai chim an thit ndo. Ring xuéng cip, mat sinh canh va it con moi la
nhitng m6i de doa chinh dén su ton vong ciia nhém nay. Diéu cd bé da duoc ghi nhan & ving ring
ngay phia bac xa Hudng Lap bén phia huyén Lé Thuy, tinh Quang Binh (Lé Manh Hang et al. 2002).
Loai Diéu c4 bé duoc liét ke trong Cdc loai chim bi de doa ¢ Chdu A (BirdLife International 2001) &
muc Gan bi de doa (NT).

Khuéu mé dai Jabouilleia danjoui

C6 rat it ghi nhan vé loai chim dac hitu nay trong thoi gian gan day. Loai chim nay dugc phat hién 1an
dau tién 6 Dong Bac Bo vao nam 1995 tai Vudon Qudc gia Cic Phuong, tinh Ninh Binh (Robson et al.
1995b). Thang 05 nam 2000, mau mot con cdi trudng thanh dugc thu bang ludi mo tai ndi Tay Con
Linh, tinh Ha Giang & do cao 1400m. Ghi nhan méi nhat 1a & diém sau nhét vé phia nam cta huyén Lé
Thiy, tinh Quang Binh (Lé Manh Hung et al. 2002) noi sat v4i xa Hudng Lap ciia Huéng Héa. Theo
Robson (2000), loai nay phan bo trong rimg thudng xanh 14 rong va ring thit sinh; cdc kiéu sinh canh
hién c¢6 & phia bac huyén Huéng Héa. Loai chim bi de doa toan cdu nay dugc liét ké trong Cdc loai
chim bi de doa & Chdu A (BirdLife International 2001) & mitc Gan bi de doa (NT) va duoc liét ké trong
Sdch do Viét Nam (Anon. 1992) & mic Bi de doa (T).

2.3 Két luan

Két qua diéu tra nhanh cho thay cdc quin thé chim & huyén Huéng Héa da suy gidam nhanh chéng
trong vai thap ky gan day do hau qua cta viéc cac sinh canh bi mat va chia cét, va d6i véi mot so loai,
12 do sic ép san ban. Nhiéu loai quan trong trong d6 ¢6 Cong c¢6 vé nhu da hoan toan bi€n mat khoi
ving. Mot s6 loai quan trong khac, ddang chu y 1a Hong hoang va Niéc nau, cé vé nhu cling dang suy
gidm manh va c6 thé s& nhanh chéng theo buéc Cong dén chd bi tuyét chliing trong viing néu céc bién
phép béo ton hitu hiéu khong duoc tién hanh kip thoi.

Tuy nhién, huyén Huéng Héa van 12 noi c¢6 nhitng quéan thé diang ké ctia mot s6 loai chim quan trong.
Dua trén két qua diéu tra nhanh, c6 thé xac dinh khu vuc quan trong nhat doi véi cong tdc bdo ton
chim 1a & phia bac xa Hudng Lap, noi ¢c6 mot dién tich ring ndi lién véi ring cla tinh Quang Binh &
phia bac va Lao vé phia tay. Dua trén cdc két qua nghién ctu trude day, ving ndy duge biét 12 noi c6
céc dac trung vé khu hé chim cia EBA Dét thap Trung B0, trong dé c6 rat nhiéu loai quan trong
(Walston & Vinton 1999, Lé Manh Hung et al. 2002). Trong khi cin c6 thém nhiéu nghién ctu thuc
dia nham lam 16 hién trang ctia mot loat cdc loai quan trong chua duge ghi nhan tai viing cho dén thoi
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diém nay, két qua diéu tra nhanh da chi ra ring, cing v6i ving ring ti€p gidp & phia bén Quang Binh,
viing phia bac xa Huéng Lap du tiéu chuén dé dugc cong nhan 1a mot vang chim déc hitu (IBA) do dap
tng céc tiéu chi sau:

Tiéu chi Al: Khu vuc thuong xuyén cé6 mot s6 luong ca thé dang ké cia cac loai chim bi de doa
tuyét chung trén toan cau hoic loai dang duoc quan tam bao ton trén toan cau.

Két quéa ctia chuyén diéu tra nhanh da dang sinh hoc tai bic Huéng Hoa chi ra rang day 1a noi sinh
song thudng xuyén clia mot quan thé dang ké loai sap nguy cap trén toan cau Tri sao va loai Gan bi de
doa trén toan cau Niéc nau. Ngoai ra, cic loai Gan bi de doa trén toan ciu 1a Hong hoang va Ga Loi
hong tia ciing dugc phét hién c6 cu tri tai day véi cdc quan thé nho.

Tiéu chi A2: Khu virc duoc biét hay cho la c6 mot ty 1¢ dang ké clia mot nhém loai cé viing sinh
san duge xac dinh trong mot EBA hoac mot EBA thit cap.

Ving bac Huéng Hoéa 1a noi phan bd cua mot trong 9 loai ¢6 viing phan bo hep duge xdc dinh cho
Vung Chim Pic hitu (EBA) Dit thap Trung Bo d6 1a Tri sao. Dua trén két qua diéu tra nhanh, c6 thé
thdy s6 lugng quan thé ctia lodi ndy tuong d6i 16n, nhat 1a viing rimg nay lai lién tuc v6i mot dién tich
ring rat 16n & tinh Quéang Binh (Lé Manh Hing er al. 2002). Vung rimg & bac xa Huéng Lap c6 cic
sinh canh phit hgp cho mdt s6 loai phan bo hep khac ciia EBA Dat thap Trung B nay la Ga so Trung
Bo va Khuéu moé dai. Tuy nhién, dén nay tinh trang ctia cc loai trén tai khu vuc nay chua dugc kiém
ching.
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3. Khu hé tha

3.1 Phuong phap

Do han ché vé thoi gian khao séat va diéu kién thoi ti€t, nhém diéu tra chi chu yéu tap trung vao thu
thap thong tin v€ mot sd loai thi quan trong, cdc phuong phdp di€u tra dudi day da duoc st dung trong
qua trinh diéu tra:

e Thu thap thong tin tir cdc nha quan 1y: co quan kiém lam cdc cép, cdc don bién phong, chinh quyén
cac xa, thon v.v...

e Tiép can cdc tuyén diéu tra & nhitng viing phit hop dé quan st sinh canh, phong van nguoi dan dia
phuong (thg sin kinh nghiém, nguoi 16n tudi, ngudi buon ban dong vat v.v...) va phan loai qua céc
phan co thé con lai ctia thid hodc cac loai dang bi nudi nhot.

e Khi c6 thé, lua chon mot s6 viing diéu tra thuc dia dé tim ki€ém quan sét truc ti€p cdc bai an, dau
chan hoac ghi nhan tiéng kéu cua céc loai thu.

Ba tuyén khao sat chinh duoc tién hanh trong thoi gian diéu tra la tir trung tam xa Huéng Phing dén
thon Ma Lai, mot tuyén doc theo dudng H6 Chi Minh trong dia ban xa Hudng Lap va tuyén Hudng
Phung - Huéng Son - Nguon Rao - lang Cat.

Danh sdach nhiing nguoi duoc phong vdin

Ong Ho Hung, thon Chénh Vénh, xa Huéng Phung
Ong Ho6 Xang, thon Ma Lai, xa Hu6éng Phiing
Ong Ho Tién, thon Ma Lai, xa Hu6ng Phung
Ong Ho Lién, thon Ma Lai, xa Hudng Phiing
Ong Ho Cong, thon Khe Cudi, xa Huéng Lap
Ong Ho6 Huong, thon Xa Ly, xa Hudng Lap
Ong Ho6 Hoan, thon Xa Pung, xa Huéng Lap
Ong Ho6 Nam, thon Ho, xa Huéng Son

Ong Ho Duc, thon Nguon Rao, xa Huéng Son
10 Ong Ho6 Tu, thon Nguon Rao, xa Hudng Son
11. Ong Ho6 Cu, thon lang Cat, xd Huéng Son

PN U AW~

3.2 Két qua

Do thoi tiét xdu va diéu kién di lai khé khan, nhém diéu tra chi c6 thé thuc hién dugc rat it khao sat
thuc té€ trong rimng, két qua nay thu dugc hiau hét qua phong van véi tho san va nguoi dan dia phuong.
Mot s6 loai thd quy hi€ém duoc Iwa chon lam d6i twong dé phong van bao gém Sao la Pseudoryx
nghetinhensis, Thd hé Nesolagus timminsi, Mang 16n Megamuntiacus vuquangensis, Vuon den ma
trang Nomascus leucogenys, Vooc va Pygathrix spp., H6 Panthera tigris, Gau Ursus spp. v.v... Dang
ti€c 1a thong tin thu duoc khong nhiéu.

Theo nhitng nguoi dan dia phuong da séng & ving nay lau nam, truéc nhiing nam 1980, khu vuc nay
lién tuc véi cdc khu rimg & huyén Lé Thuy, tinh Quang Binh hinh thanh nén mot ving ring thudng
xanh trén dat thap rat rong 16n véi mot khu hé thi rat phong phi lic nay duge phuc hoéi trd lai sau khi
két thic cudc khang chién chong M¥. Vao thoi gian nay, cac loai thii 16n nhu Bo t6t Bos gaurus, Bo
ring Bos banteng, Ho Panthera tigris, céc loai gdu Ursus spp., Nai Cervus unicolor, mot s6 loai huou
khéc va cdc loai linh trudng con khd phd bién trong ving. Do mat sinh canh trén dién rong cling véi
sian ban khong dugc kiém soat va nhat 13 cling v6i nhiing tdc dong do viéc xay dung dudng HO Chi
Minh, Hé va céc loai thi méng gudc 16n da gan nhu bi xo0d s trong viing, Nai va cdc loai gau déu tr&
nén hiém, chi con Lon ring, Sus scrofa, Son duong Naemorhedus sumatrensis va Hodng Muntiacus
muntjack 1a con twong doi pho bién.
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Cac loai quan trong duoc ghi nhdan

[Tho rimg

Phan 16n ngudi duoc phong véan (5/8) tra 10i rang tai day ¢6 mot loai tho rimg. Theo su mo ta ciia ngudi
dan, loai ndy chac 12 Thé hé Nesolagus timminsi. Rat it ngudi tra 16i phong van khang dinh su ton tai
clia loai nay trong thoi gian gan day, hdu hét thong tin déu rat cii. Vi thong tin thu thap duoc, c6 thé
du dodn ring chi con mot quén thé hién van con phan b6 & viing rimg gilta Quang Binh va Quéng Tri,
con ¢ hau hét cac khu vuc khdc trong viing nghién citu, loai nay da tré nén rat hi€ém hoac da hoan toan
tuyét ching.]

[Sao la Psedoryx nghetinhensis

Hau hét ngudi tra 10i phdng van déu biét loai Sao la (nhu ho goi 1a 'la giang' trong ti€ng Van Kiéu) va
ddu c6 thé mo ta chinh xdc loai nay. Tuy nhién, chi c¢6 hai ngudi khing dinh su cé mat clia loai nay
trong thoi gian gan day; mot & déc Dan Chua, xa Huéng Lap va mot & ring lang Cat, xa Huéng Son.
Nhém diéu tra cling tim dugc mot cdi so Sao la ¢ lang Cat, xa Huéng Son, tuy nhién, theo ngudi chi
thi chiéc so nay tit mot con vat da bi giét cach day 20 nam.]

[Vuon den ma tridng Nomascus leucogenys

Tit ca nhitng ngudi tra 16i phong van déu khang dinh su tén tai clia mot loai vuon den. Ho ¢6 thé mo ta
chinh xdc mau séc, hinh dang va tiéng kéu cta loai, hau hét déu biét 1a ching c6 hai mau, con duc mau
den va con cdi mau vang. Dua trén ving phan bd da biét clia cdc loai vuon tai Viét Nam, ta c6 thé cho
rang day 12 Vuon den m4 tring. Tuy nhién, hau hét nhiing nguoi dan duge hoi déu cho rang vugn chi
song thanh timg doi riéng 1é, phan bo & khap viing nghién ciu. Chi viing rimg géan lang Cat ¢6 thé con
¢6 hai dan nho ctia loai vuon nay.]

[Vooc va chan nau Pygathrix nemaeus

Tat ca nhitng ngudi trd loai phong van déu khang dinh su ton tai cia mot loai Vooc v4, c6 1& 12 Vooc
va chan nau. Tuy nhién, hau hét dan déu cho ring loai nay hién nay ciing rit hi€ém va chi s6ng thanh
timg dan nho.]

3.3 Két luan

Rimng & viing nghién cu da bi tdic dong va chia cat manh do anh hudng ctia hau qua chién tranh va
nhiéu nam khai thdc qua muc bdi ngudi dan dia phuong. Két qua diéu tra nhanh cho thay cédc viing
rimg con lai & khu vuc nay c6 thé vin 1a noi sinh s6ng clia nhiéu quan thé nho ciia cdc loai thd c6 tAm
quan trong doi vé6i cong tac bao ton nhu Sao la, Tho hd, Vuon den mé trang, Vooc vd chan nau v.v...
Vi stic ép san ban khong ngiling ting trong vung nghién citu, cong v6i nhitng tac dong va su chia cét
do viéc xay dung dudng H6 Chi Minh tao ra, trong diéu kién nhu vay, quan thé clia cdc loai ndy quén
thé cha cdc loai nay dang bi thu hep mot cdch nghiém trong dén mitc khé c6 thé ti€p tuc ton tai dugc.
Nhung mit khac, néu c6 cdc bién phap dugc tién hanh dé ki€ém soat san ban va ngan chan céc tdc dong
va viéc mat sinh canh rimg tai day, c6 thé hy vong cdc quan thé cta nhiéu loai thd quan trong s& dugc
phuc hoéi sau 10 dén 15 nam nita.



Lé Manh Hung, Pham Diic Tién, Nguyén Piic Tii va Cao Pdng Viét (2002): Phdn 1 - Tiéng Viét

4. Kién nghi
1. Can tién hanh thém cdc diéu tra thuc dia trong mua kho, dé khéo sit k§ hon cac dién tich ring clia

khu vuc. Céc cudc khao sat nay nén tap trung & vung rimg dang con tot tai hai xa Huéng Lap va
Huéng Son. Pay sé c6 thé 1a noi sinh séng clia mot s6 lodi quan trong dén nay chua duoce khing
dinh nhu Ga so Trung Bo, Khudu md dai, Diéu cd bé, Sao la, Thd ho, Vuon den m4 trang va Vooc
va chan nau.

Trong thoi diém trudc mat, can tién hanh c4c bién phap bao ton nhim kiém soét sin ban, dac biét
1a d6i véi cac loai thi, cdc loai chim 16n va vira nhu céc loai tri, niéc va bod cau. Cac bién phdp nhu
vy c6 thé bao gdm tién hanh cdc hoat dong nang cao nhan thitc bdo ton, ting cudng thuc thi phap
luat va quy ché bao vé rimg, ky cam két quan 1y véi cdc cong dong dia phuong va 16ng ghép viéc
cém san béan trong cac hop dong khodn quan 1y bao vé rimng.

Vé lau dai, viéc cdc sinh canh bi mat va chia cat 1a nhitng m6i de doa 16n nhat d6i véi cong tac
bao ton chim & huyén Huéng Héa. Cdc moi de doa nay s& dac biét nghiém trong do6i véi cac loai
song phu thudc vao kiéu sinh canh rimg thudng xanh trén dat thap, kiéu sinh canh nay dang dang
bi mat véi téc do nhanh nhat, trong khi phan 16n cac viing rimg thudng xanh trén dat thap con tai
khu vuc lai déu da bi xudng cap.

Hién tai, uu tién cao nhat 1a can ngan chan moi k& hoach bg tri thém dan cu vao cic viing c6 gid
tri da dang sinh hoc cao, dac biét 1a céc khu vuc riing doc theo dudong H6 Chi Minh. Néu ¢6 thé,
can thiét 1ap mot ban quén ly dé bao vé ving ring & phia bac clia huyén, noi ti€p gidp véi tinh
Quang Binh. Cic khu rimg & phan nay ctia huyén c6 tAm quan trong bao ton cao nhat do d6 1a noi
sinh song cta nhiéu loai quan trong va 1a mot phan cta ving rimg thudong xanh trén dt thap rong
16n nhat & Trung Bo. Ngoai ra, ving rimg nay déng mot vai tro rat quan trong doi véi viéc bao vé
dau nguoén song Bén Hai.

Ving xung quanh déo Ca Loc thudc xa Hudng Lap c6 khi hau rét riéng biét va canh quan dep,
ngoai ra noi day van con mot dién tich rimg twong doi 16n. Do vay, ving nay rat c6 tiém nang cho
viéc phat trién du lich sinh thdi. Tuy nhién, do tién tich tuong d6i nho va cdc moi de doa dang
dién ra, ving nay cling dang bi de doa bdi viéc méat va chia cét sinh canh.
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1. Introduction

This report presents the results of a rapid field survey of Huong Hoa district, Quang Tri province,
conducted by the BirdLife International Vietnam Programme and the Institute of Ecology and
Biological Resources, as part of the Danida-funded project Improved conservation planning through
institutional strengthening in Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam. The survey was carried out in cooperation
with Quang Tri Provincial Forest Protection Department (FPD).

1.1 Aim and objectives

The aim of the rapid field survey was to assess whether any natural forest areas within Huong Hoa
district qualified as an Important Bird Area (IBA). IBAs are areas of international importance for bird
conservation that meets internationally recognised criteria. IBAs are not only important for birds but
typically support a wide range of other important animal and plant species.

The specific objectives of the survey were to:

e collect data on the status and distribution of bird species in Huong Hoa district, in particular
globally threatened and restricted-range species;

e collect data on the status and distribution of mammal species in Huong Hoa district, especially
globally threatened and endemic species.

All data collected during the survey were provided to Quang Tri Provincial FPD, who are currently
assessing the feasibility of establishing a protected area in Huong Hoa district.

1.2 Study area

The study area comprised Huong Phung (16°45'N 106°35'E), Huong Lap (16°53'N 106°34'E) and
Huong Son (16°46'N 106°40'E) communes, Huong Hoa district, Quang Tri province. Two days were
spent in Huong Phung commune, which is situated in the south-west of the district. Two days were
spent in Huong Lap commune, which is situated in the north-west of the district. A further four days
were spent in Huong Son commune, which lies in the east of the district. Both Huong Phung and
Huong Lap border Laos to the west.

1.3 Itinerary

27 June 2002 Travelled to Dong Ha town and met with Quang Tri Provincial FPD
28 June 2002 Travelled to Huong Hoa district

29-30 June 2002  Surveyed in Huong Phung commune

1-2 July 2002 Surveyed in Huong Lap commune

3-6 July 2002 Surveyed in Huong Son commune

7 July 2002 Travelled to Huong Hoa district and met with Huong Hoa District FPD
8 July 2002 Travelled to Dong Ha town and met with Quang Tri Provincial FPD
9 July 2002 Returned to Hanoi
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2. Birds
2.1 Methods

As one of the main objectives of the rapid field survey was to collect information on globally
threatened bird species, the main method used was interviews. In each village visited, the survey team
conducted interviews with skilled hunters who demonstrated a high level of familiarity with the
wildlife of the area. After the interviews were completed, the hunters were shown illustrations of bird
species in order to confirm their descriptions. Also, the hunters were asked to produce any trophies
(feathers, legs, hornbill casques, etc.) in their possession.

In addition to interviews, short visits were made to forest areas in the study area, from 06h00 to 08h00
and from 16h00 to 18h00 each day, during which time birds were surveyed by observation and
identification of calls. However, due to time constraints, inclement weather and a focus on collecting
interview data, the data collected in this manner was very limited and insufficient to draw any
conclusions about the composition of the bird fauna of Huong Hoa district.

2.2 Results
2.2.1 Huong Phung commune

Huong Phung commune is situated in the west of Huong Hoa district, 30 km to the north of Khe Sanh
town. Huong Phung commune is bordered by Huong Linh commune to the south, Huong Lap
commune to the north, Huong Son commune to the east, and Laos to the west. The principal habitats in
Huong Phung commune are grassland and bare hills. As a consequence of the extensive use of
defoliants during the Second Indochina War and a long history of over-exploitation by local people, the
remaining natural forests are highly fragmented. Only around 1,000 ha of natural forest remains in the
commune, most of which is heavily degraded. The recent construction of National Highway No. 2
threatens to increase the rate of loss of the remaining natural forests.

Two villages were visited in Huong Phung commune: Chenh Venh in the north and Ma Lai in the west.
Six skilled hunters were interviewed but, due to the small remaining area of natural forest in the
commune, it is supposed that many of their reports refer to species that once occurred but are now
locally extinct. All hunters precisely described the appearance of a number of pheasant species,
including Siamese Fireback Lophura diardi, Silver Pheasant L. nycthemera and Crested Argus
Rheinardia ocellata. In addition, they were familiar with Green Peafowl Pavo muticus but reported that
it was extirpated from the area in around 1965. None of the hunters were familiar with Edwards's
Pheasant L. edwardsi, Imperial Pheasant L. imperialis or Vietnamese Pheasant L. hatinhensis.
According to the hunters, three species of hornbills occur (or occurred) in the area: Oriental Pied
Hornbill Anthracoceros albirostris, Great Hornbill Buceros bicornis and Brown Hornbill Anorrhinus
tickelli. All hunters described the first two species but only two of them were familiar with the third.

2.2.2 Huong Lap commune

Huong Lap commune is situated in the north-west of Huong Hoa district, 60 km from Khe Sanh town.
Huong Lap commune is bordered by Huong Son commune to the east and Laos to the west. In the
north of Huong Lap commune, there is a large area of lowland evergreen forest, which adjoins forest
areas in Kim Thuy commune, Le Thuy district, Quang Binh province. This area, therefore, forms part
of a large, contiguous area of lowland evergreen forest, the most threatened forest type in Vietnam at
the present time. In the south and west of Huong Lap commune, in the area around the Ca Loc pass
(16°48'N 106°35'E) on the international border with Laos, there is an area of limestone mountains.
This area experiences year-round low temperatures and frequent fogs, and, therefore, supports distinct
forest types. Elevations between 600 and 800 m asl support bamboo forest, while elevations between
900 and 1,200 m asl support lower montane evergreen forest.

Three villages were visited in Huong Lap commune: Khe Cui, Xa Ly and Xa Dung. Seven hunters were

interviewed in total. The results of the interviews indicate that hunting pressure in the commune is
quite high, with wild pigs and muntjacs being frequently hunted, and pheasants and other large birds
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also being targetted by hunters. One Sambar was reportedly trapped two months prior to the survey.
Many people reportedly visit the forest in order to collect scrap metal remaining from the time of the
Second Indochina War.

None of the hunters were familiar with Imperial Pheasant, Edwards's Pheasant or Vietnamese Pheasant,
although one hunter exhibited confusion between Silver Pheasant and Edwards's Pheasant when
questioned about the former. All but one of the hunters reported the continued presence of Siamese
Fireback, and all of them reported frequently encountering or hearing the calls of Crested Argus. Two
Crested Argus tail feathers were seen in a hunter's house in Xa Ly village; these feathers reportedly
belonged to a bird trapped in August 2001. Based on the information obtained during the rapid field
survey, Huong Lap commune supports a relatively large population of Crested Argus. In addition, the
hunters described three species of hornbills: Oriental Pied Hornbill, Great Hornbill and Brown
Hornbill. All seven hunters described the first two species, while only five of them were familiar with
the third. One hunter reported catching a Brown Hornbill and keeping it for two months before it died.
Interestingly, a single hunter gave a description of a hornbill that fit exactly that of Rufous-necked
Hornbill Aceros nipalensis. The bird was described as having rufous underparts, a straight bill with no
casque and a black and white tail, and as being the same size as Great Hornbill. This hunter reported
that the bird occurred in lowland evergreen forest close to the international border with Laos. None of
the other hunters were familiar with this species, however.

2.2.3 Huong Son commune

Huong Son commune is bordered by Dakrong and Vinh Linh districts to the east, Huong Lap and
Hung Phung communes to the west, and Huong Linh commune to the south. Huong Son commune
supports the largest area of natural forest in Huong Hoa district, with a total natural forest area of
around 9,000 ha. The forest in Huong Son is contiguous and in a much better condition than that in
Huong Phung and Huong Lap communes. Difficult access and a lower population density have limited
the levels of logging and hunting in the commune's forest. However, many people visit the forest to
extract essential oil from Cinnamomum sp., most of whom come from other communes or districts.
Most of the forest in good condition is located in the east of the commune, while the south-west has
been partly converted into agricultural land and plantations of cash crops, such as coffee and pepper.
The forest in Huong Son commune has not been affected by the construction of National Highway No.
2, which bisects Huong Phung and Huong Lap communes.

Four villages were visited in Huong Son commune: Nguon Rao and Ho in the south; Cat in the north-
east; and Tria in the centre. A total of nine skilled hunters were interviewed, all of whom reported the
continued occurrence of Siamese Fireback and Silver Pheasant. Most of them were familiar with
Crested Argus, and one tail feather was seen in a house in Ho village. Although none of the hunters
were familiar with Edwards's Pheasant or Vietnamese Pheasant, one old hunter gave a description of a
pheasant that corresponded with that of Imperial Pheasant. However, after further investigation, the
survey team concluded that his description actually referred to Siamese Fireback. Three species of
hornbill were reported: Oriental Pied Hornbill, Great Hornbill and Brown Hornbill. Two captive
juvenile Brown Hornbills were seen in a hunter’s house in Nguon Rao village. The older hunters were
familiar with Green Peafowl but reported that it was extirpated from the area in around 1976.

Key species accounts

[Siamese Fireback Lophura diardi]

According to hunters' reports, Siamese Fireback is common in Huong Lap and Huong Son commune
but rare in Huong Phung commune. One male Siamese Fireback was reportedly trapped in Huong Son
commune in 1997, and kept in the house of Mr. Ho Vinh in Tria village until three months prior to the
survey, when it died. The species is endemic to mainland South-east Asia, and is listed in Threatened
Birds of Asia (BirdLife International 2001) as near threatened and in the Red Data Book of Vietnam
(Anon. 1992) as threatened.

Crested Argus Rheinardia ocellata

Two Crested Argus tail feathers were seen in the house of Mr Ho Huong in Xa Ly village, Huong Lap
commune, on 30 June 2002. On 3 July 2002, a single tail feather was seen in Mr Ho Dun's house in Ho
village, Huong Son commune. On 4 July 2002, two Crested Argus calls, believed to have been made by

12



Le Manh Hung, Pham Duc Tien, Nguyen Duc Tu and Cao Dang Viet (2002): Section 2 - English

the same bird, were heard by the survey team in the forest between Nguon Rao and Tria villages. All
hunters interviewed were familiar with this species and affirmed that its population is quite large in the
area. In all parts of its Vietnamese range, Crested Argus is threatened by hunting and loss of habitat, as
a result of which, the population is declining and becoming increasingly fragmented. The species is
listed in Threatened Birds of Asia (BirdLife International 2001) as vulnerable, and in the Red Data
Book of Vietnam (Anon. 1992) as threatened.

[Great Hornbill Buceros bicornis]

All hunters interviewed in each commune affirmed the continued occurrence of Great Hornbill but
indicated that the population is quite small. Two months before the survey, hunters from Huong Lap
commune encountered some flocks in forests near the border with Laos. Each flock contained three or
four birds and was observed feeding in large fruiting trees. The range and population of Great Hornbill
in Vietnam are steadily decreasing as a result of habitat loss and hunting. The species is listed in
Threatened Birds of Asia (BirdLife International 2001) as near threatened, and in the Red Data Book of
Vietnam (Anon. 1992) as threatened.

Brown Hornbill Anorrhinus tickelli

On 3 July 2002, two captive juvenile Brown Hornbills were seen in the house of Mr. Ho Cong in
Nguon Rao village. According to him, the birds were caught in an area of forest near Tria village. The
birds were taken from a nest in the hole of a large tree, which contained three birds, although one later
died. According to hunters' reports, two flocks are occasionally encountered in forest in Huong Son
commune, and one flock is encountered in forest in Huong Lap commune. The results of the survey
indicate that the population of Brown Hornbill in Huong Hoa district is severely depressed and
fragmented as a result of unsustainably hunting and habitat loss. The species is listed in Threatened
Birds of Asia (BirdLife International 2001) as near threatened, and in the Red Data Book of Vietnam
(Anon. 1992) as threatened.

Key species not recorded

Annam Partridge Arborophila merlini

In June 2002, a specimen of Annam Partridge was collected in a forest area in Le Thuy district, Quang
Binh province, which is contiguous with Huong Lap commune, Huong Hoa district (Le Manh Hung ef
al. 2002). Consequently, it is likely that the species also occurs in forest areas in the north of Huong
Lap commune. However, due to the constraints on the rapid field survey, it was not possible to assess
the species' status in these areas. The global range of Annam Partridge is restricted to the Annamese
Lowlands Endemic Bird Area (EBA).

Imperial Pheasant Lophura imperialis

On 3 July 2002, during an interview with the survey team, Mr. Ho Tu, an old hunter from Nguon Rao
village, Huong Son village gave a description of a pheasant species that corresponded closely with that
of Imperial Pheasant. He described the bird as having a green body, a short, green tail, a red face, and a
green crest (in Vietnamese, the word for green and blue is the same). However, when shown the colour
plate from A Field Guide to the Birds of Thailand and South-East Asia (Robson 2000), he selected the
picture of Siamese Fireback as most closely resembling the species he was describing. Therefore, the
survey team concluded that his reports probably referred to the latter species. Imperial Pheasant is
listed in Threatened Birds of Asia as data deficient (BirdLife International 2001).

Edwards’s Pheasant Lophura edwardsi

During 1996, specimens of Edwards’s Pheasant were collected in neighbouring Dakrong district, in an
area that is now Dakrong proposed nature reserve. During the rapid field survey, however, no
information related to this species was obtained: the hunters interviewed reported that they had never
encountered the species. The global range of this species is restricted to the Annamese Lowlands EBA.
In recent decades, the range and population of this species are believed to have declined as a result of
hunting and habitat loss. The species is listed in both Threatened Birds of Asia (BirdLife International
2001) and the Red Data Book of Vietnam (Anon. 1992) as endangered.

13



Le Manh Hung, Pham Duc Tien, Nguyen Duc Tu and Cao Dang Viet (2002): Section 2 - English

Vietnamese Pheasant Lophura hatinhensis

As with Edwards’s Pheasant, no information concerning Vietnamese Pheasant was collected during the
rapid field survey: all hunters interviewed were unfamiliar with the species, and some insisted that it
had never occurred in the area. Like Edwards's Pheasant, Vietnamese Pheasant is under severe threat
from habitat loss and fragmentation, and hunting pressure. The species is listed in Threatened Birds of
Asia (BirdLife International 2001) as endangered, and in the Red Data Book of Vietnam (Anon. 1992)
as endangered.

Red-collared Woodpecker Picus rabieri

The focus on interviews during the rapid field survey meant that the survey team spent only a limited
amount of time surveying in the forest. This fact probably explains why the team failed to record Red-
collared Woodpecker, which was observed in a contiguous forest area in Le Thuy district, Quang Binh
province during June 2002 (Le Manh Hung et al. 2002). Both Huong Lap and Huong Son communes
support significant areas of suitable habitat for this species. The species is listed in Threatened Birds of
Asia (BirdLife International 2001) as near threatened, and in the Red Data Book of Vietnam (Anon.
1992) as threatened.

Lesser Fish Eagle /chthyophaga humilis

The focus on interviews and the short amount of time spent surveying natural habitats explain the lack
of field records of raptors during the rapid field survey. However, during June 2002, a single Lesser
Fish Eagle was observed in a contiguous forest area in Le Thuy district, Quang Binh province (Le
Manh Hung ef al. 2002). Given that suitable habitat for this species also exists in northern Huong Lap
commune, it is possible that the species also occurs in Huong Hoa district. Lesser Fish Eagle is listed
in Threatened Birds of Asia (BirdLife International 2001) as near threatened.

Short-tailed Scimitar Babbler Jabouilleia danjoui

As with the above two species, the constraints on the rapid field survey largely explain the failure to
record this species. During June 2002, the species was observed in a contiguous forest area in Le Thuy
district, Quang Binh province (Le Manh Hung et al. 2002). According to Robson (2000), the species
occurs in broadleaf evergreen forest and secondary forest, at elevations between 50 and 1,200 m asl;
habitats that are present in the north of Huong Lap commune. Therefore, it is likely that the species
also occurs in Huong Hoa district. The species is listed in Threatened Birds of Asia (BirdLife
International 2001) as near threatened, and in the Red Data Book of Vietnam (Anon. 1992) as
threatened.

2.3 Conclusions

The results of the rapid field survey indicate that bird populations in Huong Hoa district have declined
significantly in recent decades as a result of habitat fragmentation and loss, and, in some cases,
hunting. Some key species, including Green Peafowl, appear to have already been extirpated from the
district. Other key species, notably Great Hornbill and Brown Hornbill, appear to have declined
significantly and may soon follow Green Peafowl into local extinction, if effective conservation
measures are not rapidly put into place.

Huong Hoa district does, however, still support significant populations of a number of key bird species.
Based on the results of the rapid field survey, the most important area for bird conservation in the
district is the north of Huong Lap commune. This area supports part of a large, contiguous block of
lowland evergreen forest, which stretches north into Quang Binh province and west into Laos. Based
on the results of previous field surveys, it is known that this forest block supports an avifauna
characteristic of the Annamese Lowlands EBA, including a number of key species (Walston and
Vinton 1999, Le Manh Hung et al. 2002). While further survey work is still required to clarify the
status of a number of key species not recorded in the area to date, the results of the rapid field survey
indicate that, together with contiguous forest areas in Quang Binh province, northern Huong Lap
commune qualifies for inclusion within an Important Bird Area (IBA), because it meets the following
criteria:
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Criterion Al: The site regularly holds significant numbers of a globally threatened species, or
other species of global conservation concern.

The results of the rapid field survey indicate that forest areas in the north of Huong Lap commune
support significant populations of the globally vulnerable Crested Argus and the globally near-
threatened Siamese Fireback. In addition, the globally near-threatened Brown Hornbill and Great
Hornbill are also reported to occur in small numbers.

Criterion A2: The site is known or thought to hold a significant component of a group of species
whose breeding distributions define an EBA or secondary EBA.

Forest areas in the north of Huong Lap commune are known to support one of the nine restricted-range
species whose ranges define the Annamese Lowlands EBA: Crested Argus. Based on the results of the
rapid field survey, the population of this species is believed to be significant, particularly as it is also
known to occur in significant numbers in contiguous forest areas in Quang Binh province (Le Manh
Hung et al. 2002). The north of Huong Lap commune supports suitable habitat for several other
restricted-range species that are found in the Annamese Lowlands EBA, including Annam Partridge
and Short-tailed Scimitar Babbler. To date, however, none of these species has been confirmed to
occur.
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3. Mammals

3.1 Methods

Due to time constraints and inclement weather, the survey team concentrated mainly on conducting
interviews, with a focus on assessing the status of endemic and globally threatened mammal species in
Huong Hoa district. To this end, the following investigative method was applied:

e collecting information from staff based at forest guard stations, FPD offices, border army stations,
communes and villages;

e conducting interviews with skilled hunters, old people and wildlife traders, supported by
identification of remains or captive individuals;

e conducting field surveys to assess the condition and extent of natural habitats, search for feeding
signs and footprints, and listen for mammal calls.

Three main survey routes were followed: from Huong Phung commune centre to Ma Lai village; along
the route of National Highway No. 2 in Huong Lap commune; and between Nguon Rao and Cat
villages, Huong Son commune.

List of interviewees

. Mr Ho Hung, Chenh Venh village, Huong Phung commune
. Mr Ho Van Xang, Ma Lai village, Huong Phung commune
. Mr Ho Tien, Ma Lai village, Huong Phung commune

. Mr Ho Lien, Ma Lai village, Huong Phung commune

. Mr Ho Cong, Khe Cuoi village, Huong Lap commune

. Mr Ho Huong, Xa Li village, Huong Lap commune

. Mr Ho Hoan, Xa Dung village, Huong Lap commune

. Mr Ho Nam, Ho village, Huong Son commune

. Mr Ho Duc, Nguon Rao village, Huong Son commune

10. Mr Ho Tu, Nguon Rao village, Huong Son commune

11. Mr Ho Cu, Cat village, Huong Son commune

O 00O\ W~ W -

3.2 Results

Due to inclement weather and difficult access, the survey team was only able to spend short periods
surveying in forest areas. Consequently, the majority of the results were obtained from interviews with
hunters and government staff in the area. Interviews focussed on the following endemic and globally
threatened species: Saola Pseudoryx nghetinhensis, Annamite Striped Rabbit Nesolagus timminsi,
Giant Muntjac Megamuntiacus vuquangensis, gibbons Nomascus spp., douc langurs Pygathrix spp.,
Tiger Panthera tigris and bears Ursus spp. Unexpectedly, relatively little information could be
collected on these species.

According to local people who had lived in the area for a long time, prior to the 1980s, Huong Hoa
district, together with Le Thuy district in Quang Binh province, supported a large block of lowland
evergreen forest, with a rich mammal fauna, which had recovered following the Second Indochina
War. At this time, large mammals, such as Gaur Bos gaurus, Banteng B. banteng, Tiger Panthera
tigris, bears Ursus spp. and Sambar Cervus unicolor, were common in the area. However, as a result of
extensive habitat loss and uncontrolled hunting, exacerbated in recent years by the construction of
National Highway No. 2, Tiger and wild cattle have become extinct in the area, while Sambar and
bears are now rare. Only Wild Pig Sus scrofa, Southern Serow Naemorhedus sumatrensis and Indian
Muntjac Muntiacus muntjack are still considered by hunters to be common.

Key species accounts
[Rabbit species]

Most of the interviewees reported the occurrence of a rabbit species. Following the descriptions given,
it is probable that these reports refer to Annamite Striped Rabbit Nesolagus timminsi. However, very
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few interviewees reported having encountered this species recently, and most of the reports were quite
old. On the basis of these reports, the survey team concluded that forest areas bordering Quang Binh
province may still support a significant population of this species, while, in the rest of Huong Hoa
district, the species is either very rare or already locally extinct.

[Saola Pscudoryx nghetinhensis)

Most interviewees were familiar with Saola (called /a giang in the language of the Van Kieu ethnic
minority) and gave accurate descriptions. However, only two interviewees claimed to know of areas
where the species still occurred. One of these areas was the Dan Chu slope in Huong Lap commune,
while the other one was the forest near Cat village, Huong Son commune. One Saola skull was
observed in Cat village but this reportedly belonged to an animal killed 20 years previously.

[Gibbon species Nomascus sp.]

All interviewees reported the continued presence of a gibbon species, and gave accurate description of
both the calls and the pelage features. Males were described as having black fur while females were
described as having yellow fur. Based on the known distribution of gibbons in Vietnam, these reports
are presumed to refer to White-cheeked Crested Gibbon Nomascus leucogenys. All interviewees
reported that gibbons only occurred in pairs scattered throughout the district. Only the forest near Cat
village was reported to support two groups.

[Douc langur species Pygathrix sp.]

All interviewees reported the continued presence of a douc langur species. Based on their descriptions
and the known distributions of douc langurs, these reports are presumed to refer to Red-shanked Douc
Langur Pygathrix nemaeus. All interviewees reported that douc langurs are very rare and only occur in
small groups.

3.3 Conclusions

The natural forest in Huong Hoa district has been reduced in extent and fragmented as a result of
several factors, including the effects of the Second Indochina War and the over-exploitation of natural
resources by local people. The results of the rapid field survey indicate that the remaining areas of
natural forest in the district may support small, fragmented populations of several mammal species of
conservation concern, including Saola, Annamite Striped Rabbit, White-cheeked Crested Gibbon and
Red-shanked Douc Langur. However, as a result of continued, high hunting pressure, coupled with the
effects of National Highway No. 2, these remnant populations may continue to decline and some may
soon become locally extinct. On the other hand, if action is taken to control hunting and prevent any
further disturbance to and loss of forest habitats, the populations of many key mammal species may
recover over the next 10 to 15 years.
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4. Recommendations

1. Further field surveys should be conducted in the dry season, in order to allow more detailed
surveys of forest areas. These surveys should concentrate on forest areas in Huong Lap and Huong
Son communes, which are still in good condition, and which may support populations of a number
of key species not confirmed to occur in the district to date, including Annam Partridge, Short-
tailed Scimitar Babbler, Lesser Fish Eagle, Saola, Annamite Striped Rabbit, White-cheeked
Crested Gibbon and Red-shanked Douc Langur.

2. In the short term, conservation measures should be implemented to control hunting, particularly of
mammals and large and medium-sized birds, such as pheasants, hornbills and pigeons. Such
measures might include conducting conservation awareness activities, enforcing forest
management regulations, signing stewardship agreements with local communities, and
incorporating selective hunting restrictions into forest protection contracts.

3. In the longer term, habitat fragmentation and loss are the biggest threats to bird conservation in
Huong Hoa district. These threats are particularly significant for species restricted to lowland
evergreen forest, as this habitat type is being lost at the highest rate, and most remaining areas are
already degraded.

4. At present, the highest priority is to prevent any further human settlement into areas of high
biodiversity value, especially forest areas along National Highway No. 2. If appropriate, a
management board should be established to manage the remaining areas of natural forest in the
north of the district, along the border with Quang Binh province. It is these forest areas that have
the highest conservation significance as they support populations of a number of key species and
form part of one of the largest remaining blocks of lowland evergreen forest in the Annamese
lowlands. In addition, they play an important role in protection of the watershed of the Ben Hai
river.

5. The area around the Ca Loc pass in Huong Lap commune has a unique climate and a beautiful
landscape, and supports a significant area of forest. Consequently, this area has potential for eco-
tourism development. However, due to its small area and on-going threats, this area is threatened
with habitat degradation and loss.
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